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Areas of  Specialization
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Areas of  Competence

Feminist  Phi losophy

Environmenta l  Ethics 




Academic Employment


Visiting Assistant Professor ,  The Philosophy Department, 

	 Colgate University	 2020-22

Philosophical  Review Lecturer ,  The Sage School  of  Phi losophy,  	 2019-20

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty  	 



Education


PhD,  Cornel l  Univers i ty,  Phi losophy 	 2012-19

	 Disser tat ion:  Concep t s  in  a  Web:  How do  our  conc e p t s  c ode  

	 	 f o r  one  ano the r? 

	 Committee :  Karen Bennett  (chair ) ,  Dick Boyd,  Wil l  Star r,  

	 	 Ted Sider  (external ) ,  El izabeth Barnes (external ) 

MA,  Cornel l  Univers i ty,  Phi losophy	 2012-15

	 Committee :  Ted Sider  (chair ) ,  Karen Bennett ,  Wi l l  Star r 

MA,  The Univers i ty  of  Leeds,  Phi losophy 	 2011-12

	 Disser tat ion:  Counte r fa c tua l  Epi s t emo log y  wi thout  Conc e i vab i l i t y 

	 Advisor :  Scott  Shalkowski 

BA (Hons,  1st  class),  The Univers i ty  of  Leeds,  Phi losophy 	 2008-11

	 Disser tat ion:  Does  Modal  Rea l i sm Reduc e  Modal i t y? 

	 Advisor :  John Divers 



Bl ind-Reviewed Publications



Epistemic Injust ice in the Spaces Between Concepts,  (2020) ,  The Souther n  	 	 	

Jour na l  o f  Phi l o sophy ,  58 (1) . 

Tr ust ,  Power,  and Transfor mat ion in the Pr ison Classroom, (2021) ,  The Jour na l  o f  

Pr i son  & Educa t i on :  Cr i t i ca l  Per spe c t i v e s  ( for merly  The Jour na l  o f  Pr i son  Educa t i on  
and Reen t r y ) ,  7(2) .  DOI:  https ://doi .org/10.25771/0694-3a92 
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Works in Progress

Advanced Modals,  Advanced Quant i f iers,  and Reduct ion

Menta l  I l lness  and Natura l ism Under a  Pathologica l  Inference Web

On the Ethica l  Col lect ion of  Bird Research Samples ( c o -au thor ed  wi th  Vanya 

	 Rohwer ) 

In Defence of  Lewis  on Counterfactuals 

Pr ison Teaching and the Aims of  Educat ion


Presentations 

* = peer r e f er eed


In Philosophy

The Ethical  Dimension of  Lethal Specimen Collec t ion in Ornitholog y 

	 *Philosophy of  Biology at the Mountains (POBAMz). Zoom. 	 Summer 2020

	 *World Biodiversity Forum. Davos, Switzerland.	 Spring 2020


Coding Groups and Natural ism Regarding Mental I l lness 

	 *International Society for the History, Philosophy and 

	 	 Social Studies of  Biology, 2019 Meeting. Norwegian 	 

	 	 University of  Science and Technology. Oslo, Norway	 Summer 2019

	 *British Society for the Philosophy of  Science Annual 

	 	 Conference. Durham University. Durham, England 	 Summer 2019


Epis t emi c  In jus t i c e  in  the  Spac e s  Be tw een  Conc ep t s  

	 *The Epistemolog y of  Just ice.  Southern Journal  of  Phi losophy 

	 	 Workshop.  Univers i ty  of  Memphis.  Memphis,  Tennessee	 Spr ing 2019

	 *Epistemic Injust ice,  Reasons,  and Agency,  two-day workshop 

	 	 a t  the Univers i ty  of  Johannesburg.  Johannesburg,  

	 	 South Afr ica  	 Spr ing 2019	 

	 *Society  for  Women in Phi losophy.  Switzer land Chapter  

	 	 Networking Conference.  Bern,  Switzer land	 Fal l  2018

Uptake,  Loop ing ,  and the  Concep t  o f  S t e r eo t ype  Magne t i sm 

	 *The Royal  Inst i tute  of  Phi losophy Annual  Conference Har ms 

	 	 and Wrongs in Epistemic Pract ice.  Sheff ie ld ,  UK 	 Summer 2017


Advanced  Modal iz ing  

	 *The Society  for  the Metaphysics  of  Science,  Annual  Conference.  

	 	 Geneva,  Switzer land	 Fal l  2016

	 *Modal  Metaphysics :  Issues on the (Im)Poss ible  IV.  Brat is lava ,  

	 	 S lovakia 	 Fal l  2016	 

	 *Athena in Act ion,  A Networking and Mentor ing Workshop for  

	 	 Women in Phi losophy.  Pr inceton,  NJ	 Summer 2016

	 *Metaphysica l  Mayhem. Rutgers,  NJ	 Summer 2016	 

	 *Fif th I ta l ian Conference in Analyt ic  Ontolog y.  Padua,  I ta ly 	 Summer 2016

	 Graduate Women in Metaphys ics  Workshop.  Nor thampton,  MA	 Spr ing 2016
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On the Scholarship of  Teaching and Learning (SoTL)

Power  and Inc lus i v i t y  in  th e  Pr i son  Clas s r oom 

	 *American Associat ion of  Phi losophy Teachers  ( ‘AAPT’) ,  

	 	 Twenty-First  Biennia l  Workshop-Conference on Teaching 

	 	 Phi losophy.  Saginaw Val ley,  Michigan 	 Summer 2016


Trus t ,  Power,  and Trans fo rmat ion  in  the  Pr i son  Clas s r oom 

	 *American Associat ion of  Phi losophy Teachers  ( ‘AAPT’) ,  

	 	 American Phi losophica l  Associat ion,  Onl ine	 Winter  2021

	 *The First  Annual ,  Nat ional  Teaching as  Research Conference. 

	 	 I thaca ,  NY	 Summer 2017

	 Center  for  the Integ rat ion of  Research,  Teaching,  and Learning 

	 	 ( ‘CIRTL,’  www.cir t l .cornel l .edu)  Teaching-As-Research 

	 	 Ser ies.  Onl ine	 Spr ing 2017

	 Classroom Research and Teaching Symposium for  Cur rent  and 

	 	 Future Facul ty.  I thaca ,  NY	 Spr ing 2016

	 *Center  for  the Integ rat ion of  Research,  Teaching,  and Learning 	 

	 	 (CIRTL) Al l -Network Teaching-As-Research Ser ies.  Onl ine	Spr ing 2016


On Pedagogy

Think-Alouds:  Eavesdr opping on your Students ’  Thinking

	 Cornel l ’s  Center  for  Teaching Innovat ion ( ‘CTI,’  for merly  the 

	 	 ‘Center  for  Teaching Excel lence,’  www.teaching.cornel l .edu) .  

	 	 Cornel l  University,  NY 	 Fall 2017 

Engag ing  l e c tur e s  and Ef f e c t i v e  Pr e s en ta t i ons

	 Cornel l ’s  Center  for  Teaching Innovat ion.  Cornel l  Univers i ty,  NY	 Fal l  2016 	 

Lead ing  a  Dis cus s i on  in  an Onl ine  Clas s r oom

	 Cornel l ’s  Center  for  Teaching Innovat ion.  Cornel l  Univers i ty,  NY	 Fal l  2016 

Enhanc ing  your  Teach ing  wi th  Res ear ch -Based  Pr in c ip l e s

	 Cornel l ’s  Center  for  Teaching Innovat ion.  Cornel l  Univers i ty,  NY	Spr ing 2016 	 

Deve l op ing  Rubr i c s  f o r  Ef f i c i en t  and Cons i s t en t  Grad ing 

	 Cornel l ’s  Center  for  Teaching Innovat ion.  Cornel l  Univers i ty,  NY	Spr ing 2016 

Des i gn ing  Studen t  Asse s sment  t o  Eva luat e  your s e l f  a s  a  Teacher 

	 Cornel l ’s  Center  for  Teaching Innovat ion.  Cornel l  Univers i ty,  NY	 Fal l  2015


As a Commentator

At the  Amer i can  Phi l o soph i ca l  Asso c ia t i on ’s  Cent ra l  Mee t ing  

	 On Danie l  Z.  Kor man’s  ‘A Puzzle  about Places ’  	 Spr ing 2018

At the  Amer i can  Phi l o soph i ca l  Asso c ia t i on ’s  Pac i f i c  Mee t ing 

	 On Jonah Nagashima’s  ‘Control  and Contrast ive Explanat ions ’  	 Spr ing 2018 

At  the  Amer i can  Phi l o soph i ca l  Asso c ia t i on ’s  Pac i f i c  Mee t ing  

	 On Danie l  Padgett ’s  ‘Sc ient i f ic  Depravi ty  and Ontologica l  

	 	 Commitment ’ 	 Spr ing 2017 
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At the  Soc i e t y  f o r  the  Metaphys i c s  o f  Sc i en c e ,  Annual  Con f e r en c e  

	 On Nick Byrd’s  ‘A Causal  Network Account of  I l l -Being’  Geneva,  

	 	 Switzer land 	 Fal l  2016

At Modal  Metaphys i c s :  I s sue s  on  the  ( Im)Poss ibl e  IV 

	 On Joachim Hor vath’s  ‘Phi losophica l  Analys is :  The Concept- 

	 	 Grounding View’  Brat is lava ,  S lovakia 	 Summer 2016


Teaching Experience


As an Instr uctor

Femin i s t  Phi l o sophy 

	 Colgate Univers i ty 	 Spr ing 2022

Logi c  1 : 

	 Colgate Univers i ty 	 Spr ing 2022

In t r oduc t i on  t o  Phi l o sophy 

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty 	 Spr ing 2019

	 Colgate Univers i ty 	 Fal l  2020

	 Colgate Univers i ty 	 Spr ing 2021

	 Colgate Univers i ty 	 Fal l  2021

Real i sm and Ant i -Rea l i sm

	 Colgate Univers i ty 	 Fal l  2020

Teach ing  Wri t ing 

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty  (co- instr uctor) 	 Fal l  2018

Non-Cr ed i t  Wri t ing  Workshop :  Sc i en c e  Fi c t i on  and Phi l o sophy 

	 Cornel l  Pr ison Educat ion Prog ram ( ‘CPEP,’  www.cpep.cornel l .edu) 

	 Cayuga Cor rect ional  Faci l i ty  (CPEP)	 Summer 2018

In t r oduc t i on  t o  Log i c 

	 Auburn Cor rect ional  Faci l i ty  (CPEP) 	 Spr ing 2018 

	 Five Points  Cor rect ional  Faci l i ty  (CPEP)	 Fal l  2017

Conser va t i on  Eth i c s 

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty 	 Spr ing 2018

Between  Theor y  and Rea l i t y :  I s sue s  in  the  Phi l o sophy  o f  Sc i en c e  

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty 	 Spr ing 2019

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty 	 Fal l  2019

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty 	 Fal l  2018

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty 	 Fal l  2017

In t r oduc t i on  t o  Phi l o sophy 

	 Auburn Cor rect ional  Faci l i ty  (CPEP, co- instr uctor) 	 Spr ing 2016

I s  Ever y th ing  Rea l  Made  o f  Atoms?  

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty 	 Fal l  2016

In t r oduc t i on  t o  Eth i c s  

	 Five Points  Cor rect ional  Faci l i ty  (CPEP)	 Fal l  2016

Discus s i ons  o f  Jus t i c e  

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty 	 Spr ing 2016
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Spec ia l  Top i c s  in  Phi l o sophy :  Phi l o sophy  o f  Mind 

	 Auburn Cor rect ional  Faci l i ty  (CPEP, co- instr uctor) 	 Spr ing 2016

Spec ia l  Top i c s  in  Phi l o sophy :  Spac e  and Time 

	 Auburn Cor rect ional  Faci l i ty  (CPEP)	 Fal l  2015

	 Cayuga Cor rect ional  Faci l i ty  (CPEP)	 Summer 2015

In t r oduc t i on  t o  Phi l o sophy 

	 Auburn Cor rect ional  Faci l i ty  (CPEP)	 Spr ing 2015


As a Teaching Assistant 

Ethi c s  o f  Eat ing  (W i l l  S tar r  and Andr ew Chigne l l ) 

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty  	 Spr ing 2015

In t r oduc t i on  t o  Metaphys i c s  (Kar en  Benne t t ) 

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty  	 Fal l  2014

In t r oduc t i on  t o  Phi l o sophy  (Zach  Abrahams) 

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty 	 Spr ing 2014

Phi lo sophy  o f  Sc i en c e  (Di ck Boyd) 

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty 	 Fal l  2013

In t r oduc t i on  t o  Eth i c s  (Nick Jone s ) 

	 Univers i ty  of  Leeds	 Spr ing 2012 

In t r oduc t i on  t o  Phi l o sophy  (Rob in  LePo ide v in ) 

	 Univers i ty  of  Leeds 	 Fal l  2011


Undergraduate Advisees

Bi l l y  Gar f inke l  (pr imar y  adv i so r ) 

Kar en  Zhang 

Be l la  DeLeon

Dani e l  Dougher t y 


Professional  Development


Graduat e  Ins t i tu t e  Summer  Schoo l  in  Phi l o sophy  o f  Educa t i on .  Center  

	 for  Ethics  and Educat ion (www.ethicsandeducation.wceruw.org) .  

	 Chicago,  IL	 2016-17

Athena in  Act i on :  A Networking  and Mentor ing  Workshop f o r  

	 Graduat e  Women in  Phi l o sophy.  Pr inceton,  NJ	 Summer 2016

Metaphys i ca l  Mayhem.  Metaphys ics  Summer School .  Rutgers,  NY	 Summer 2016


Awards and Fellowships


Disse r ta t i on  Compl e t i on  Fe l l owsh ip 

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty,  Sage School  of  Phi losophy	 2018-19
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Graduat e  Teach ing  Ass i s tan t  Fe l l owsh ip 

	 Cornel l ’s  Center  for  Teaching Innovat ion

	 	 Awarded  annua l l y  t o  a  c ohor t  o f  7 -10 graduat e  s tuden t s  t o  work 

	 	 c l o s e l y  w i th  the  Cent e r  f o r  Teach ing  Innova t i on  pr ov id ing  g ene ra l  

	 	 mentor ing  in  t ea ch ing .  In c lude s  $1000 s t ip end 	 2016-17


Cor ne l l  Knigh t  Ins t i tu t e  Fe l l owsh ip  t o  t ea ch  Fi r s t -Year  Wri t ing  Seminar 

	 Knight  Inst i tute  for  Writ ing,  Cornel l  Univers i ty	 2016-17


Graduat e  Res ear ch  in  Teach ing  Fe l l owsh ip 

	 Cornel l ’s  Center  for  Teaching Innovat ion

	 	 Awarded  annua l l y  t o  a  c ohor t  o f  7 -10 graduat e  s tuden t s  t o  d e v e l op  

	 	 a  ‘Teach ing -as -Res ear ch ’  pr o j e c t .  In c lude s  $1000 s t ip end 	 2015-16


Sage  Schoo l  o f  Phi l o sophy  Fe l l owsh ip 

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty,  Sage School  of  Phi losophy	 2011-12	 


Resear ch  Pr epara t i on  Award f o r  s tudy  t owards  a  Mast e r s 

	 Arts and Humanit ies  Research Counci l  ( ‘AHRC,’  www.ahrc.ukri .org)  

	 	 Awarded  t o  two  s tuden t s  f o r  the  a cademi c  year  2011-12.  Pr ov ide s  

	 	 fu l l  tu i t i on  suppor t  p lus  main t enanc e  g ran t  

	 	 (ht t p ://www.postgraduate funding . com/award-2566) 	 2011-12


Student s  a s  Scho lar s  Award 

	 Leeds Univers i ty,  Phi losophy Depar tment (Mentor :  Heather  Logue)

	 	 Awarded  annua l l y  t o  e spe c ia l l y  pr omis ing  f r e shmen .  Rec ip i en t s  

	 	 a r e  pa i r ed  wi th  a  mentor  and inv i t ed  t o  a t t end  r e s ear ch  e v en t s :  

	 	 (www.ar ts. l e eds.ac .uk/ugr esear ch/students -as- s cho lars/) 	 2008


Professional  Service 


Conference Organizing

Unive r s i t y -W ide  Teach ing  Con f e r en c e 

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty,  I thaca ,  NY	 Fal l  2017

Unive r s i t y -W ide  Teach ing  Con f e r en c e 

	 Cornel l  Univers i ty,  I thaca ,  NY	 Spr ing 2016

The Br i t i sh  Under g raduat e  Phi l o sophy  Soc i e t y  Spr ing  Con f e r en c e 

	 Leeds Univers i ty,  Leeds,  UK	 Spr ing 2011


Mentoring in Teaching

The Cent e r  f o r  Teach ing  Innova t i on  Teach ing  Exce l l en c e  Pr ogram 

	 Faci l i ta tor 	 2015-16

Cor ne l l  Teach ing  Dis cus s i on  Gr oup in  Phi l o sophy 

	 Founder and Organizer 	 2015-16

Cente r  f o r  Teach ing  Innova t i on ,  P izza and Dis cus s i on  Ser i e s 

	 Discuss ion Leader  & Faci l i ta tor  	 Fal l  2015
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Refereeing

For the AERA  (Amer i can Educa t i on  Res ear ch  Educa t i on ) 	 Fa l l  2021

For the journal  Phi lo soph i ca l  S tud i e s 	 Winter  2021

For the journal  Or ganon F 	 Spr ing 2018

For the journal  Mind 	 Fal l  2017


Leadership Posit ions

Cor ne l l  Sage  Schoo l  o f  Phi l o sophy 

	 Graduate Student Representat ive & Facul ty  Lia ison	 2014-16

Cor ne l l ’s  Graduat e  Fi e ld  Or gan iza t i on  

	 Cohor t  Representat ive for  Phi losophy	 2014-15

Leeds  Uni ve r s i t y  Phi l o sophy  Depar tment 

	 Graduate Student Representat ive & Facul ty  Lia ison 	 2011-12

The Leeds  Phi l o sophy  Sub j e c t  Cent r e  Adv i so r y  Board  

	 Graduate Student Representat ive 	 2010-11

The Br i t i sh  Under g raduat e  Phi l o sophy  Soc i e t y  

	 Pres ident ,  Chair,  Delegate	 2009-12


Chairing

The Soc i e t y  f o r  th e  Metaphys i c s  o f  Sc i en c e ,  Se cond Annual  Con f e r en c e 	 

	 Sess ion on ‘Causat ion,  Biomedica l  Issues.’  Geneva,  Switzer land 	 Fal l  2016

The Soc i e t y  f o r  th e  Metaphys i c s  o f  Sc i en c e ,  Se cond Annual  Con f e r en c e  

	 Sess ion on ‘Real ism,  Deter minism, Kinds.’  Geneva,  Switzer land	 Fal l  2016

The Soc i e t y  f o r  th e  Metaphys i c s  o f  Sc i en c e ,  Se cond Annual  Con f e r en c e 

	 Sess ion on ‘Modal i ty.’  Geneva,  Switzer land	 Fal l  2016

2016 Henl e  Con f e r en c e  on  The  Natur e  o f  Nec e s s i t y  

	 Meghan Sul l ivan’s  sess ion on ‘Ant i -Essent ia l i sm.’  Sa int  Louis  

	 	 Univers i ty.  Sa int  Louis,  MO	 Spr ing 2016


Graduate-Level Coursework

(*  ind i ca t e s  aud i t ) 


Philosophy of  Science

Natural ism* (Dick Boyd) 

Phi losophy of  Medicine* (Ann Johnson) 

Phi losophy of  Science* (Dick Boyd)

Phi losophy of  Physics:  Phi losophy of  Space and Time* (J i l l  Nor th)

Phi losophy of  Science:  Phi losophical  Natural ism* (Dick Boyd)

Topics in Philosophy of  Physics* (J i l l  Nor th)

Phi losophy of  Science:  Phi losophical  Natural ism* (Richard Boyd)


Feminist  Philosophy

Feminism and Philosophy* (Kate Manne) 
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Feminism and Philosophy* (Michel le Kosch and Kate Manne) 


Metaphysics

Metaphysics:  Fundamental i ty* (Karen Bennett) 

Metaphysics:  Free Wil l  (Derk Pereboom)

Metaphysics* (Ted Sider) 

Metaphysics* (Karen Bennett) 

Advanced Topics in Modal i ty* (John Divers) 


Pedagog y 

Writing 7100: Teaching Writ ing* (Jessica Sands)

Teaching as Research in Higher Education (Kimberly Wil l iams) 

Teaching in Higher Education (David Way)


Other

Aristotle (Rachana Kamtekar) 

Topics in Ger man Philosophy (Andrew Chignel l ) 

Topics on the Philosophy of  Language (Wil l  Star r) 

Ethics and Value Theory (Nicholas Sturgeon)

Seminar in 20th C. Phi losophy (Matt i  Eklund)

Pro-Seminar in Phi losophy (Wil l  Star r)

Logic for Phi losophy (Ted Sider)

Plato (Gai l  Fine)

Advanced Topics in the Phi losophy of  Mind (Andrew McGonigal) 

Analyt ic Phi losophy (John Divers and Andrew McGonigal) 



Other Interests

I maintain a close connection with the ornithology community by taking classes 
and contributing to various ornithological  programs. 


Spring Fie ld Or ni tho log y  

	 Cornel l  Lab of  Ornithology

	  	 Students  at t end weekly  ta lks on bird ident i f i ca t ion and conser vat ion and engage  in 

weekly  b ird walks thr oughout  upstate  New York. For th i s  course  I  won a working 
s cho larship wher e  my tu i t ion f e e s  wer e  par t ly  cover ed in exchange  for  some work 
dur ing the  course .  


Compr ehens i ve  Bird Bio log y  

	 Cornel l  Lab of  Ornithology

	 	 An onl ine  course  run thr ough the  Cor ne l l  Lab fo  Or ni tho log y.  Students  l ear n 

about  the  anatomy,  behaviour,  e co log y,  and conser vat ion o f  b i rds.  I  am in the  
pr ocess  o f  comple t ing  th i s  course .  Mor e in format ion can be  found her e .  
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Techniques  o f  Avian Spec imen Pr eparat ion 

	 Cornel l ’s  Ecology and Evolutionary Biology depar tment	 	

Course  members  l ear n to  pr epar e  b ird skins for  r esear ch pur poses.  I  a l so  
par t i c ipated in a r eading gr oup made up o f  s e l e c t  members  o f  the  c lass  which 
inves t i gated the  e th i c s  o f  b i rd co l l e c t ion .  


Maine Seabird Bio log y  and Conser vat ion 

	 Audubon

	 	 Par t i c ipants  engaged in conser vat ion vo lunteer  work on Hog Is land o f f  the  coas t  

o f  Maine .  The course  was and invo lved ac t i v i t i e s  such as  c l eaning up beaches  to  
maintain bird habi tat ,  and cr eat ing decoys  for  r epopulat ion e f for t s.  Mor e 
in format ion i s  avai lable  her e . 


Ar ts  and Birding 

	 Audubon

	 	 Par t i c ipants  at t ended c lasses  fo cused on the  ar t i s t i c  r e cording and document ing o f  

b i rds  whi l e  in the  f i e ld .  Takes p lace  on Hog Is land o f f  the  coas t  o f  Maine .  I  was 
awarded a $500 scho larship f r om Audubon for  th i s  c lass.  Mor e in format ion i s  
avai lable  her e .  


I  a lso have a keen interest in the ar ts.  I  hold an ar t  foundation qual if icat ion 
from the Manchester Metropolitan University and during my t ime at Cornel l  I  
have completed several  courses in f ine ar t  (for example por traiture and 
watercolour techniques) .  I  a lso apply my ar t ist ic interest to my love of  birding 
and have produced scientif ic i l lustrat ions for Audubon (used in onl ine courses 
‘Raptor Rapture ’ ,  ‘Pro jec t Puff in Onl ine ’ ,  ‘Puff in Is land ,’  and ‘Spr ing 
Ornithology’) .  I  have a smal l  qui l t ing company by the name of  ‘Beneath the 
Brambles’  through which I create and sel l  qui l t ing patterns which aim to bring 
awareness to the world of  birds and wildl ife that can be found in the s imple 
back yard.  In this vein I have also taught qui l t ing and needlework classes at  my 
local  qui l t  store.  
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Disser tation Abstract 


In my dissertation, I develop and apply the notion of  inference webs. Inference webs are 
structured entities which form part of  the collective epistemic resources of  an 
epistemic community. They underwrite tacit inferential moves (including association and 
common use) which allow us to move from one concept to another fluidly and without 
stating or considering that move explicitly. Inference webs are indispensable to our 
epistemic practices – they allow us to talk about issues on which we have agreed-upon 
assumptions and standards, without having to state those all those assumptions 
explicitly (which would take a huge amount of  time and effort) – but they can go 
wrong, and when they do they hide important, problematic, tacit assumptions which (i) 
lead our theorising astray, and (ii) often mask ethically suspect or outright wrongful 
assumptions. Indeed, the tacit nature of  pathological inference webs often leads us to 
make inferential moves that we would reject if  confronted with explicitly. 


My dissertation is divided into three papers, one on Feminist Epistemology, one on 
Philosophy of  Science, and one on Analytic Metaphysics. Details of  each follow below. 


Feminist Epistemology

I argue that epistemic injustice can arise as a result of  prejudiced and harmful defects in 
the inferential webs of  both scientific practice and everyday thinking. Drawing on lessons 
from the Philosophy of  Science, I posit that the inferential webs underlying our epistemic 
practices can be prejudiced and wrongful, leading to a variety of  epistemic injustice that I 
call inferential injustice. This type of  injustice is fully structural; it inheres in our epistemic 
practices themselves rather than as a direct result of  an individual’s actions or explicit 
beliefs. For this reason, cases of  inferential injustice are importantly different from 
previously described cases of  epistemic injustice and are especially hard to track. We need 
a better understanding of  inferential injustice so that we can avoid and ameliorate cases 
such as the ones I presented in the dissertation. I begin this work (the work of  exposing 
and interrogating pathological inference webs within a certain discipline) in my research 
on the literature on mental illness (see below). 


Philosophy of  Science and Social Metaphysics

I argue that the mental illness literature operates under a problematic inference web 
whereby legitimate principles are imbued with empiricist assumptions that cause them to 
go awry. For example, the pathological inference web underlying the mental illness 
literature cause philosophers within that literature to assume (or at least make inferences 
which assume) that the social and the scientific are fundamentally distinct. Most 
philosophers of  science will deny this principle if  asked directly, and yet that same 
principle is operative behind many of  the inferences that are routinely made in the 
literature. I think that similar kinds of  moves are made tacitly in the literature on kinds, 
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and I hope to develop this thought further as part of  my ongoing research (see below for 
more on this).   


Analytic Metaphysics

My interest in the metaphysics of  kinds is part of  a broader interest in analytic 
metaphysics generally. I develop a view that fits more squarely in the realm of  formal 
metaphysics of  modality. There, I offer a Lewis-friendly solution to the ‘problem of  
advanced modalizing.’ You get an advanced modal if  you take the sentence ‘there are 
many possible worlds’ and add ‘possibly’ to the beginning of  it. Since the Lewisian 
thinks that ‘there are many possible worlds’ is true, she should also think that ‘possibly, 
there are many possible worlds’ is true; after all, anything that is true must be possibly 
true. But ‘possibly there are many possible worlds’ translates (via Lewis’ translation 
schema) into ‘there is a possible world in which there are many possible worlds.’ This 
last sentence must be false for the modal realist, since according to her worlds are 
spatiotemporally isolated from one another. I argue that the problem of  advanced 
modalizing arises because of  a misunderstanding about the reductive component of  
Lewis’ account. I argue that we ought not require, as a necessary condition of  successful 
reduction, that we can locate the reduced property (i.e. modality) in the reductive base 
(possible worlds).


As noted above, I think that the notion of  an inference web has applications that go far 
beyond what I do in my dissertation. For example, I think that inference webs also play 
a role in the literature on the metaphysics of  kinds. In many literatures, it is common to 
move (implicitly) from the concept ‘natural’ to the concept ‘not social’, from the 
concept ‘socially constructed’ to the concept ‘unreal’/’unscientific,’ and from the 
concept ‘value-laden’ to the concept ‘not objective.’ These moves are illegitimate, and 
clearly so (whether a river has flooded in a certain area is a socially constructed matter, 
and yet it is clearly an appropriate matter for scientific study), and yet they are made 
routinely in many literatures. I think that this is due to the residue of  tacit empiricist 
assumptions which are a hangover from the historical literature in the philosophy of  
science. Importantly, the inferential moves that are made here would be rejected 
outright be the people who make them, and hence cannot be explained by reference to 
faulty beliefs (these people do not believe that something’s being socially constructed 
implies that it is unscientific). We need to notion of  inference webs to thoroughly 
explain and identify this phenomenon. I did not develop this argument in my 
dissertation. Rather, it is part of  an ongoing project which I plan to develop in the 
coming years. 
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