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DISSERTATION ABSTRACT 

Object cognition is a basic capacity shared by many creatures amongst the animal 

kingdom. Self-consciousness or awareness, by contrast, seems to be a rather advanced 

capacity that is enjoyed only by relatively fewer beings. It might thereby be assumed that 

many creatures can have the capacity for object cognition without any interesting 

capacity for self-awareness. In this essay, I argue that a certain capacity for object 

cognition – cognition with the engaged stance – requires the capacity for awareness of 

oneself as a physical object in an objective world. I further argue that some animals in the 

actual world do have the kind of capacity for object cognition in question. These two 

theses together yield the conclusion that those animals – such as human infants and 

some other non-linguistic mammals – actually have the capacity for awareness of oneself 

as a physical object in an objective world, contrary to appearance. I call this two-premiss 

argument the Object Cognition Argument, mirroring Quassim Cassam’s Objectivity 



 

 

Argument (1997). The essay is entitled Sense, Space, and Self. Sense, because object 

cognition involves perception of objects. For our purposes I primarily focus on sight and 

touch, but briefly discuss others in due course. Space, because in order to bridge the 

capacity for object cognition and the capacity for self-awareness, two kinds of spatial 

representation will be invoked: namely allocentric space, which is more to do with sight; 

and the constraint of solidity, which is more to do with touch. Self, not only because a 

kind of self-awareness is at stake, but also because the materials developed in the essay 

might have some significant implications concerning the nature of the self and personal 

identity. Chapter 1 “Objectives” lays out the philosophical background and aims. 

Chapter 2 “Objects” discusses two capacities that underlie object cognition: object 

permanence, the understanding that things can persist when being occluded; and the 

constraint of solidity, the understanding that solid objects do not collocate in space at the 

same time. Chapter 3 “Objectivity” starts with object permanence and argues that it 

requires allocentric spatial representations, which further require awareness of oneself as 

a denizen in an objective world. Chapter 4 “Objecthood” starts with the constraint of 

solidity and argues that it requires representations of primary qualities that further require 

awareness of oneself as a physical object. Chapter 5 “Objections” modifies the Object 

Cognition Argument in light of three prominent objections: the Body Blindness; the Qua 

Subject; and the Missing Self Problems. In addition to providing positive arguments in 

favour of the links between sense, space, and self, the essay also considers objections 

against these philosophical ramifications, from both the analytic tradition, including 

Quine, Davidson, Evans, McDowell, and the continental tradition, including Husserl, 

Heidegger, Merleau-Ponty, and Dreyfus. 
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‘Practical Criticism I: Varieties of Presence,’ Mark Kalderon, UCL, Autumn 2012 

New York 

‘The Particularity of Perceptual Experience*,’ Susanna Schellenberg, Rutgers University, 

Spring 2012 

‘Prospects for a Naturalized Theory of Semantics for Conceptual Content*,’ Jerry Fodor 

and Zenon Pylyshyn, Rutgers University, Spring 2012 

‘Morality and the Self,’ Jesse Prinz, CUNY Graduate Center, Spring 2012 

‘Theory of Mind in Animals and Infants,’ Robert Lurz, CUNY Graduate Center, Fall 

2011 

‘Problems of Philosophy: Materialism*,’ Frank Jackson & Mark Johnston, Princeton 

University, Fall 2011 

‘Philosophy of Psychology: Subjects of Consciousness*,’ Christopher Peacocke, 

Columbia University, Spring 2011  

‘Consciousness and Its Functions,’ David Rosenthal, CUNY Graduate Center, Spring 

2011 

‘Aesthetic Psychology,’ Jesse Prinz, CUNY Graduate Center, Spring 2011 

‘Conceptual and Empirical Issues about Perception, Attention, and Consciousness*,’ 

Ned Block and David Carmel, NYU, Spring 2011 

Berkeley 

‘Does the Mind Have a Causal Structure?*’ John Campbell, U. C. Berkeley, Fall 2014 

‘Explaining Consciousness*,’ Geoffrey Lee, U. C. Berkeley, Fall 2014 

‘Philosophy of Perception*,’ Alva Noë, U. C. Berkeley, Fall 2014 

‘Meaning, Understanding, and the Attribution of Attitudes,’ Barry Stroud, U. C. Berkeley, 

Fall 2006 

‘Nature of Mind*,’ Alva Noë, U. C. Berkeley, Fall 2006 

‘Philosophy of Mind*,’ John Searle, U. C. Berkeley, Fall 2006 

 

EMPIRICAL PSYCHOLOGY / NEUROSCIENCE 

Taipei 

‘Mind, Consciousness, and Brain Sciences*,’ Philip Tseng, TMU, Autumn 2019 

‘Brain and Consciousness*,’ Brown Hsieh, NTU, Autumn 2019 

London 

‘Developmental Psychology,’ Saskia Sabelus, Birkbeck, University of London, Autumn 

2015 

‘Research Methods for Psychology,’ Eileen Mansfield, Birkbeck, University of London, 

Spring 2015 

‘Structure and Function of the Brain*,’ Marty Sereno, UCL, Spring 2015 



 

 

‘Biological Basis of Behaviour,’ Susannah Pick, Birkbeck, University of London, Spring 

2014 

‘Foundations of Modern Psychology,’ Michael Mallaghan, Birkbeck, University of 

London, Autumn 2013, Spring 2014 

‘Theories and Paradigms in Cognitive Neuroscience*,’ Sophie Scott, UCL, Autumn 2013 

New York 

‘Cognition and the Brain*,’ Teal Eich, Columbia University, Spring 2012 

‘Attention and Perception*’ Hakwan Lau, Columbia University, Spring 2012 

‘Behavioral Neuroscience*,’ Kathleen Taylor, Columbia University, Spring 2012 

‘Consciousness and Attention*,’ Hakwan Lau, Columbia University, Spring 2011 

Berkeley 

‘Cognition, Brain, and Behavior*,’ Tania Lombrozo, U. C. Berkeley, Fall 2014 

‘Unsolved Problems in Vision*,’ Stan Klein, Jerry Feldman, Bruno Olshausen, Karl 

Zipser, U. C. Berkeley, Fall 2014 

‘Neuroimaging Seminar*,’ Sonia Bishop, U. C. Berkeley, Fall 2014 

‘Visual Neurophysiology and Development*,’ Bruno Olshausen and Michael Silver, U. C. 

Berkeley, Fall 2014 

‘Human Development Seminar*,’ Alison Gopnik, U. C. Berkeley, Fall 2014 

‘Developmental Psychology*,’ Fei Xu, U. C. Berkeley, Fall 2014 

 

PHILOSOPHY OF LANGUAGE / LOGIC 

London 

‘Formal Methods in Philosophy*,’ Daniel Rothschild, Spring 2014 

‘Semantics and Pragmatics*,’ Charles Travis, KCL, Spring 2013 

‘Practical Criticism II: Kripkenstein,’ Marcus Giaquinto, UCL, Spring 2013 

‘Meaning and Reference*,’ Ian Rumfitt, Birkbeck, University of London, Spring 2013 

New York 

‘Reference and Existence: Fiction and Perception*,’ Saul Kripke, CUNY Graduate 

Center, Fall 2011 

‘Topics in Philosophy of Semantics: Kripke and His Critics*,’ Nathan Salmon (U. C. 

Santa Barbara), CUNY Graduate Center, Fall 2011 

‘Propositions*,’ Gary Ostertag, CUNY Graduate Center, Spring 2011 

‘Linguistic Pragmatism,’ Michael Devitt, CUNY Graduate Center, Fall 2010 

‘Research Seminar on Mind and Language: The Grounds of Intentionality*,’ Ted Sider 

and David Chalmers, NYU, Fall 2010 

‘Topics in the Nature of Semantic Content,’ Nathan Salmon (U. C. Santa Barbara), 

CUNY Graduate Center, Fall 2010 

‘Modal Logic,’ Melvin Fitting and Richard Mendelsohn, CUNY Graduate Center, Fall 



 

 

2010 

Berkeley/Taipei 

‘What is Meaning?’ Scott Soames (USC), Soochow University, Spring 2009 

‘Theory of Meaning*,’ John Campbell, U. C. Berkeley, Fall 2006 

‘Frege’s Logic,’ Danielle Macbeth (Haverford), Soochow University, Spring 2006 

 

METAPHYSICS / EPISTEMOLOGY / PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE 

Taipei 

‘Modal Epistemology*,’ Duen-Min Deng, NTU, Autumn 2017 

London/Oxford 

‘Knowledge*,’ Lucy O’Brien, UCL, Spring 2016 

‘Causation*,’ Simona Aimar, UCL, Autumn 2015 

‘Epistemology*,’ Lizzie Fricker and Timothy Williamson, Oxford, Autumn 2015 

‘Metaphysics: Writing the Book of the World*,’ Mark Kalderon, UCL, Autumn 2013 

‘Philosophy of Biology*,’ David Papineau, KCL, Autumn 2013 

‘Philosophy of Science: Evolutionary Theory*,’ Robert Northcott, Birkbeck, University 

of London, Autumn 2013 

‘Material Objects*,’ Rory Madden, UCL, Summer 2013 

‘The Source of Normativity,’ Daniel Elstein, UCL, Spring 2013 

‘Necessity without Ontology*,’ Keith Hossack, Birkbeck, University of London, Spring 

2013 

‘Metaphysics,’ Ian Phillips, UCL, Autumn 2012 

‘Scepticism and Reliable Belief,’ Jose Zalabardo, UCL, Autumn 2012 

‘A Priori Knowledge*,’ Marcus Giaquinto, UCL, Autumn 2012 

New York 

‘Persons*,’ Carol Rovane, Columbia University, Spring 2012 

‘Philosophy of Biology,’ Peter Godfrey-Smith, CUNY Graduate Center, Fall 2011 

‘Philosophy of Biology*,’ Laura Franklin-Hall, NYU, Spring 2011 

Berkeley/Taipei 

‘Theory of Knowledge*,’ Barry Stroud, U. C. Berkeley, Fall 2014 

‘The Nature and Scope of Human Knowledge,’ Ernest Sosa (Rutgers University), 

Soochow University, Spring 2008 

‘Knowledge and Its Limits,’ Branden Fitelson and Sherrilyn Roush, U. C. Berkeley, Fall 

2006 

 

HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY 

Taipei 

‘Husserl and Hume*,’ Li-Chun Lo, NCCU, Autumn 2019 



 

 

London/Oxford 

‘Geach’s Mental Acts*,’ Mark Kalderon, UCL, Autumn 2017 

‘Passion, Doubt, and Justice: Hume and the 18th Century Origins of the Social Sciences*,’ 

M.G.F. Martin, UCL, Spring 2017 

‘Foundations of Phenomenology*,’ Mark Textor, KCL, Autumn 2015  

‘Late 19th Century Philosophy*,’ Sebastian Gardner, UCL, Spring 2015 

‘Kant and Philosophy of Mind*,’ Anil Gomes and Andrew Stephenson, Oxford, Spring 

2015 

‘Aristotle*,’ Fiona Leigh, UCL, Spring 2015 

‘Empiricism*,’ Cressida Gaukroger, UCL, Spring 2015 

‘Bergson’s Matter and Memory,’ Mark Kalderon, UCL, Autumn 2013 

‘Hume’s Treatise of Human Nature*,’ M.G.F. Martin, UCL, Spring 2013 

‘Aristotle on Perception*,’ Mark Kalderon, UCL, Spring 2013  

‘Early Wittgenstein*,’ Jose Zalabardo, UCL, Spring 2013 

‘Kant’s Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals,’ Daniel Elstein, UCL, Spring 2013 

‘Wittgenstein’s Later Philosophy,’ Paul Snowdon, UCL, Autumn 2012 

‘Locke and Berkeley*,’ Paul Snowdon, UCL, Autumn 2012 

New York 

‘Quine and Sellars on Thought and Language,’ David Rosenthal, CUNY Graduate 

Center, Fall 2011 

‘Carnap’s Aufbau*,’ Ralf Bader, NYU, Fall 2011 

‘Critique of Pure Reason,’ Angelica Nuzzo, CUNY Graduate Center, Spring 2011 

‘Kant’s Critique of Judgment*,’ Béatrice Longuenesse, NYU, Fall 2010 

Berkeley/Taipei 

‘Hume*,’ M.G.F. Martin, U. C. Berkeley, Fall 2014 

‘Twentieth Century Analytic Philosophy,’ Christopher Pincock (Purdue University), 

Soochow University, Spring 2009 

‘McDowell and Merleau-Ponty,’ Hubert Dreyfus and Hannah Ginsborg, U. C. Berkeley, 

Fall 2006 

‘Wittgenstein’s Tractatus and Early Analytic Philosophy,’ David McCarty (Indiana 

University, Bloomington) and Gregory Landini (University of Iowa), Soochow 

University, Spring 2006 


