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This dissertation argues that the consensus model of public reason is superior to the convergence one, on 

the grounds that the consensus model can accommodate a richer model of the idea of religion and 

religious diversity generally. I argue this using both the methods of analytic political philosophy and the 

resources offered by religious studies, particularly that set of ideas termed “critical religion.” Consensus 

models, unlike convergence ones, do not necessitate the state’s often uninformed and potentially 

exclusionary defining of religion. 
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