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DISSERTATION ABSTRACT

KANT'S THEORY OF EMOTION: TOWARD A SYSTEMATIC
RECONSTRUCTION

My dissertation provides a systematic reconstruction of Kant's theory of emotions. It does so
while taking seriously the difficulties posed by the fact that Kant has no obvious equivalent to
'emotion' as used nowadays, and that theorists disagree about the nature of emotions. In contrast
to reconstructions that presuppose a certain conception of emotion, my strategy is to proceed by
examining Kantian feelings and desires, and then considering their relation to emotions. I argue
that feelings and desires are species of pleasure and displeasure that differ in terms of their
temporal directedness. And I propose that because what we call 'emotions' refers to some subset
of feelings and desires, Kant must conceive of emotions as species of pleasure and displeasure. I
then use my account of feelings and desires to examine the kind of treatment Kant recommends
with respect to emotions, arguing that feelings (except atfects) should be cultivated, while
inclinations should generally be disciplined. The resultant account is compelling in that it
incorporates the dispositional, phenomenological, and evaluative phenomena commonly
associated with emotions.
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