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Employment  

University of California, Irvine 

UC President’s Post-Doctoral Fellow, Department of Philosophy 

2021- 

  

Education  

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

PhD in Philosophy 

Thesis: “Perceiving Through the Racial Veil: The Inner Moral Life of Racism” 

Committee: Susan Wolf (chair), Sarah Stroud, Jennifer Morton, Carla Merino 

Rajme, Christopher Lebron 

2021 

  

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 

MA in Philosophy 

Thesis: “Beautiful Arrogance” 

Committee: Susan Wolf (chair), Thomas E. Hill Jr., Douglas MacLean 

2017  

  

Portland State University  

BA Summa Cum Laude in Philosophy (with honors) 

2015 

  

  

Publications  

Refereed Articles and Book Chapters  

“How to Do Things with Gendered Words” (w/ Archie Crowley) in The 

Oxford Handbook of Applied Philosophy of Language 

forthcoming 

“Gender-Affirmation and Loving Attention” in Hypatia 36 (4):619-635  2021 
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Public Philosophy/Op-eds  

“How Ghosting Harms Queer Communities” Op-ed at Autostraddle 2/22 

“The Artistic and Philosophical Legacy of Stephen Sondheim” Roundtable 

at Aesthetics for Birds 

12/21 

  

  

Talks & Commentaries  

* for refereed, ǂ for invited  

Talks  

“Arrogance Under Oppression” – UC Riverside Colloquium ǂ 4/22 

                                                   – Portland State Socratic Society ǂ 4/22 

“How to Do Things with Gendered Words” (w/ Archie Crowley) Words 

Workshop ǂ 

2/22 

“The Racial Veil” - UC Irvine Colloquium ǂ 1/22 

                           - UNC Wilmington Colloquium ǂ 2/21 

“Gender Affirmation and Loving Attention” Trans Philosophy Project at 

SPEP 58* 

10/19 

“So someone called you ‘privileged’, how should you feel?” Chapel Hill 

Public Philosophy Writing Workshop* 

 

5/18 

“Beautiful Arrogance” 10th Annual AAMP Conference  9/17 

“How Hume resolves his radical skepticism in A Treatise of Human Nature” 

19th Undergrad Philosophy Conference at Pacific University* 

4/15 

“A Humean theory of vagueness” 2nd Online Undergrad Philosophy 

Conference (Philosophy TV)* 

5/14 

“Naturalism, skepticism, and defeasibility: Toward an epistemic standard in 

Hume’s philosophy” 12th NW Student Philosophy Conference at 

Western Washington University* 

5/14 

“The role of the passions in normative epistemology” 22nd McNair/EIP/G-

MAP Research Conference at University of Washington* 

5/14 

“Towards a Humean solution to issues of vagueness in language and 

ontology” 18th Undergrad Philosophy Conference at Pacific University* 

4/14 

  

Commentaries  

Comments on Keunchang Oh’s “Racism as Vice and Civility as Social Norm” 

Eastern APA 2020 

1/20 
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Comments on Gustavo Ortiz Millán’s “Divine command theory and 

evolution” 11th Annual AAMP Conference 

3/19 

Comments on Kris Goffin’s “Emotional mental content and the linguistic 

fallacy” SSPP 2017 

3/17 

  

  

Teaching  

University of California, Irvine  

Topics in Philosophy of Gender and Race Spring 22 

  

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill  

Instructor of Record  

The Ethics of Peace, War, and Defense Sum. 21, 

Sum. 19, 

Sum. 18, 

Sum. 17 

African American Political Philosophy Fall 18 

Making Sense of Ourselves Spring 18 

Moral and Philosophical Issues of Gender in Society Fall 17 

Graduate Teaching Assistant 

The Robertson Scholars Ethics Symposium [UNC/Duke] Spring 19 

Critical Thinking  Spring 17 

Introduction to Philosophy  Fall 16 

 

Portland State University 

Undergraduate Teaching Assistant 

Critical Thinking  Winter 14 

Atheism  Fall 13 

Philosophy of Education  Spring 13 

Peer Mentor 

Life Unlimited?  2014-15 

Globalization  2013-14 
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Awards, Fellowships, & Scholarships  

UNC Dissertation Completion Fellowship 2020-21 

UNC Professor Carol Reuss Summer Research Fellowship 2020 

Maynard Adams Fellow for Public Humanities 2018-19 

Portland State Philosophy Department’s Best Paper of the Year Award 2015 

Portland State President’s Award for Academic Achievement 

Awarded to a single student at the undergraduate level. 

2014 

Ronald E. McNair Scholar 2014 

  

  

Professional Service  

President, UNC Philosophy Department Graduate Students 2019-20 

Teaching Coordinator, UNC Philosophy Department  2019-20 

Mentor Committee, UNC Philosophy Department  2018-19 

Undergraduate Committee, UNC Philosophy Department  2017-18  

Alumni Panel, UNC McNair Scholar Summer Collaborative Summer 17 

Diversity Committee, UNC Philosophy Department 2016-18  

Grad Student Representative, UNC Philosophy Prospective Weekend Spring 16 

Assistant to the Co-Director, 41st Hume Society Conference 2014 

Administrative Assistant to the Executive Vice President-Treasurer, Hume 

Society 

2014 

Assistant Editorial Board Member and External Reviewer, Stance, 

International Undergraduate Philosophy Journal 

Fall 2013 

Refereeing: Oxford University Press, Canadian Journal of Philosophy, Bulletin of Applied 

Trans Studies (BATS) 

  

  

Community Outreach  

Ethics Bowl Case Writer and Editing Committee 2018-19  

National High School Ethics Bowl Judge 4/19, 4/18, 

4/17, & 

4/16 
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North Carolina High School Ethics Bowl Judge 1/19, 1/18, 

1/17, & 

1/16 

Hillside High School Ethics Bowl Judge 5/17 

Ethics and Leadership Conference Session Leader, N. C. School of Science 

and Mathematics. 

11/15 

Workshop Leader on Religion at Wilson High School in Portland, OR. 12/14 

Oregon High School Ethics Bowl Coach  Fall 2014 

Oregon High School Ethics Bowl Organizational Committee Member Fall 2014 

Washington State High School Ethics Bowl Assistant Coach Fall 2013 
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Mariska Leunissen (Teaching Reference) 

Professor 

Associate Chair 

Philosophy Department, Campus Box 3125 

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 

Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

mleunissen@unc.edu 
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