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Thesis Summary:

My thesis aims to provide a representational account of a fundamental phenomenological feature of
perception — namely, that it seems to make mind-independent objects directly manifest to us. I argue that the
widespread idea that we see mind-independent objects in virtue of seeing some of their parts is ultimately
incompatible with such phenomenological evidence. I rely on Husserl’s phenomenology to outline an
alternative account which accommodates the intuitions that ‘visible’ and ‘hidden’ parts of mind-independent
objects play different perceptual roles and that we see mind-independent objects directly. Finally, I highlight
the epistemological consequences of my account.
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