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Dissertation Abstract: Judging the Guise of the
Good by Its Fruit

My dissertation presents a novel defense of the “Guise of the Good” View—the view that
to have a desire, or indeed any motivational mental state, the agent must take the content
of that attitude to be good. Historically, the guise of the good was broadly endorsed,
with defenders including Plato, Aristotle, and Kant. However, the view has been rejected
by many contemporary philosophers working in moral psychology, while the modern
proponents of the Guise of the Good have focused on defensive arguments—trying to
show how the thesis can overcome various counter-examples and objections, while relying
on appeals to intuition to provide the positive argument. I provide a needed positive



argument for the Guise of the Good Thesis, to show why the thesis is independently
plausible and worth defending. My strategy is to show that the guise of the good is a
theoretically fruitful account of human agency by putting it to work solving problems
in practical reasoning, action explanation, accounting for moral worth, and explaining
moral motivation.
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