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JOSHUA HETER 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Jefferson College, School of Humanities    josh.s.heter@gmail.com 

1000 Viking Drive       cell: (636)-699-9126 

Hillsboro, MO 63050       office: (636)-481-3323 
_____________________________________________________________________________

  
Academic Appointments 

 
 2026-present Professor   Jefferson College 
 2022-2026 Associate Professor  Jefferson College 
 2018-2022 Assistant Professor  Jefferson College 
 2015-2018 Instructor   Iowa Western Community College 
 2014-2015 Visiting Assistant Professor Augustana University 
 2007-2014 Adjunct Professor  St. Charles Community College 
 
Education 

 
 2013  Ph.D. Philosophy, Saint Louis University 
 2007 M.A. Philosophy, Western Michigan University 
 2005 B.A. Philosophy, Biola University 
 

Areas of Specialization     Areas of Competence 

 
Epistemology       Logic    
Philosophy of Language    Ethics   
       Modern Philosophy 
       Philosophy of Religion 
Publications  
 

 Books 

 
 Forthcoming Camping and Philosophy: Big Ideas in the Great Outdoors, with David 
   O’Hara (eds.) Milestone Press 
 Forthcoming Elvis and Philosophy: Essays Concerning the King, with Richard Greene 
   (eds.) Wallace & Jacobs Press 
 Forthcoming Classic Rock and Philosophy: Dispatches from the Dark Side of the Moon, 
   with Richard Greene (eds.) Wallace & Jacobs Press 
 2026  Fallout and Philosophy: Thinking Outside the Shelter, with Nathan Kellen 
   and Nathan Sheff (eds.) Wiley-Blackwell 

 2026  ’90s Alternative and Philosophy: Modern Rock Meditations, with Richard 
   Greene (eds.) McFarland and Company Publishers Inc. 
  

https://www.amazon.com/-/es/Fallout-Philosophy-Blackwell-Pop-Culture/dp/1394334214
https://www.amazon.com/90s-Alternative-Philosophy-Modern-Meditations/dp/147669723X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=R67IUV5FVGD4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.hdgarRXwpqtGuHNrgoAIH76k4soQF6Leng5W2GpXagnGjHj071QN20LucGBJIEps.AmDLZZNHq8QYSoi0TQmOe66FIjL5jZh5tzGusxsLuPc&dib_tag=se&keywords=%2790s+alternative+and+philosophy&qid=1760476832&sprefix=90s+alternativ+and+philosophy%2Caps%2C92&sr=8-1
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 2026  Country Music and Philosophy: Honky Tonk Meditations, with Brett  
   Coppenger (eds.) McFarland and Company Publishers Inc. 
 2025  Back to the Future and Philosophy: Essays on Traveling through the Space-
   Time Continuum, with Richard Greene (eds.) McFarland and Company 
   Publishers Inc. 
    Reviewed in Teaching Philosophy, March 2026 
    Reviewed in Film and Philosophy, February 2026 
 2025  Skateboarding and Philosophy: Essays Concerning the Life of the Grind, with 
   Josef Thomas Simpson (eds.) McFarland and Company Publishers Inc. 
 2024  Post-Punk and Philosophy: Rip it Up and Think Again, with Richard Greene 
   (eds.) Carus Books 
    Reviewed in Rock Music Studies, November 2024 
 2023  The Godfather and Philosophy: An Argument You Can’t Refute, with Richard 
   Greene (eds.) Carus Books 
    Reviewed in The Journal of Popular Culture, February 2024 
    Reviewed in Film and Philosophy, January 2024 
 2023  Asimov’s Foundation and Philosophy: Psychohistory and its Discontents, 
   with Josef Thomas Simpson (eds.) Carus Books 
 2022  Punk Rock and Philosophy: Research and Destroy, with Richard Greene 
   (eds.) Carus Books 
    Reviewed in Popular Music, August 2023 
    Reviewed in Punk & Post-Punk, June 2023 
 2022  Better Call Saul and Philosophy: I Think Therefore I Scam, with Brett  
   Coppenger (eds.) Carus Books 
 2021  Logic: A Guided Introduction. Independently Published 
 2018  Westworld and Philosophy: Mind Equals Blown, with Richard Greene (eds.) 
   Open Court 
    Reviewed in the SFRA Review, September 2020 
 2017   The Man in the High Castle and Philosophy: Subversive Reports from another 
   Reality, with Bruce Krajewski (eds.) Open Court 
 
 Articles & Book Chapters 

 
 Forthcoming “Virtual(ly) Camping.” Camping and Philosophy: Big Ideas in the Great 
   Outdoors. Joshua Heter and David O’Hara (eds.) Milestone Press 
 Forthcoming “The Details in the Devil.” Classic Rock and Philosophy: Dispatches from 
   the Dark Side of the Moon. Joshua Heter and Richard Greene (eds.) Wallace 
   & Jacobs Press 

 2026  “It’s Ironic … isn’t It?” '90s Alternative and Philosophy: Modern Rock  
   Meditations. Joshua Heter and Richard Greene (eds.) McFarland and 
   Company Publishers Inc. 
 2026   “Simply Country.” Country Music and Philosophy: Honky Tonk  
   Meditations. Joshua Heter and Brett Coppenger (eds.) McFarland and 
   Company Publishers Inc. 
 2026   “The Tragedy of Country Music.” Country Music and Philosophy: Honky 
   Tonk Meditations. Joshua Heter and Brett Coppenger (eds.) McFarland and 
   Company Publishers Inc. 

https://www.amazon.com/Country-Music-Philosophy-Honky-Meditations/dp/1476696756/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2E9VGB50TGYFF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.tHFQnNGYZnhcIujR9_C70sxqyjq0LSAgWr6_Mdp_vvl2f4CyvjEzDsOnBXlP9fYQXmMOWsOtU_gUvT7ILB237cSMuQL2XzghQYwhcf8zhE0MSvv_02AK3QiEgtsTmGKXltgG6kq-a4Un0UrP-8J8RtWTU5PwNiUVK9PimtO3wRgCRotPJdLFXWGSHBcPis_bSZ4TaJ2WuFJ-K_xs1PKU6FaqUtQ8AeaHlSA4ajMDxiI.6YcinN_js0cntsSme5y4CTVn-0LYbinwzD6mlx6nwAg&dib_tag=se&keywords=country+music+and+philosophy&qid=1760476714&sprefix=country+music+and+philosophy%2Caps%2C119&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Back-Future-Philosophy-Traveling-Space-Time/dp/147669608X/ref=sr_1_16?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.cdeDAV9HYxYPK-hJSTdeQI_Tcl1xjev04NCt0-Jyleiun9fwEJEdbzWT63YfRYR8MY7uNE_9SOxgVLOwebYGjLXHDkarYuZ0Cfjb5N5_XWeIIifptfAxu95yP59Px7zbTF-P9IKvKWsVR_ftGCL42S5XKAy9hd7vR6FUrv6HDjZBPDkfZ_k2Pe23YknHm-9BW2Vwarq2fzhI4AI7-Z-gpuq5KeYSPeQ0EVprzeaqM20.k2I-IamIO9lFNJXyJ8nEbKj-4DzHAReX0HfMNtcITSw&dib_tag=se&qid=1759453831&refinements=p_27%3AJoshua+Heter&s=books&sr=1-16
https://www.amazon.com/Back-Future-Philosophy-Traveling-Space-Time/dp/147669608X/ref=sr_1_16?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.cdeDAV9HYxYPK-hJSTdeQI_Tcl1xjev04NCt0-Jyleiun9fwEJEdbzWT63YfRYR8MY7uNE_9SOxgVLOwebYGjLXHDkarYuZ0Cfjb5N5_XWeIIifptfAxu95yP59Px7zbTF-P9IKvKWsVR_ftGCL42S5XKAy9hd7vR6FUrv6HDjZBPDkfZ_k2Pe23YknHm-9BW2Vwarq2fzhI4AI7-Z-gpuq5KeYSPeQ0EVprzeaqM20.k2I-IamIO9lFNJXyJ8nEbKj-4DzHAReX0HfMNtcITSw&dib_tag=se&qid=1759453831&refinements=p_27%3AJoshua+Heter&s=books&sr=1-16
https://www.amazon.com/Back-Future-Philosophy-Traveling-Space-Time/dp/147669608X/ref=sr_1_16?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.cdeDAV9HYxYPK-hJSTdeQI_Tcl1xjev04NCt0-Jyleiun9fwEJEdbzWT63YfRYR8MY7uNE_9SOxgVLOwebYGjLXHDkarYuZ0Cfjb5N5_XWeIIifptfAxu95yP59Px7zbTF-P9IKvKWsVR_ftGCL42S5XKAy9hd7vR6FUrv6HDjZBPDkfZ_k2Pe23YknHm-9BW2Vwarq2fzhI4AI7-Z-gpuq5KeYSPeQ0EVprzeaqM20.k2I-IamIO9lFNJXyJ8nEbKj-4DzHAReX0HfMNtcITSw&dib_tag=se&qid=1759453831&refinements=p_27%3AJoshua+Heter&s=books&sr=1-16
https://www.pdcnet.org/pdc/bvdb.nsf/purchase26?openform&fp=teachphil&id=teachphil_2026_0049_0001_0127_0131
https://www.pdcnet.org/filmphil/content/filmphil_2026_0030_0131_0133
https://www.amazon.com/Skateboarding-Philosophy-Essays-Concerning-Grind/dp/147669544X/ref=sr_1_10?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.cdeDAV9HYxYPK-hJSTdeQI_Tcl1xjev04NCt0-JylegG0YhSyLNt18L6Fzd9YeN_4lwR1hFTYYQAhhRFRSYPOcBw-327cKAPo0ApF79a7oiS8HcK39FMkrA6NWbij6bYAtevkdqCW1umkuG0z0A40OBPNypNh6oeBT1l7f8zrehLcJo_jiGDFWQO2ESmBfw1.fR_dqjeTY6L1_1BuvUDiPTSO5nGzQ_B3sVqjACB-TC4&dib_tag=se&qid=1730941204&refinements=p_27%3AJoshua+Heter&s=books&sr=1-10
https://www.amazon.com/Post-Punk-Philosophy-Joshua-Heter/dp/1637700571/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1695783229&sr=1-8
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/19401159.2024.2432701?src=exp-la
https://www.amazon.com/Godfather-Philosophy-Joshua-Heter/dp/1637700377/ref=sr_1_3?qid=1683249096&refinements=p_27%3AJoshua+Heter&s=books&sr=1-3
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/jpcu.13316
https://www.pdcnet.org/filmphil/content/filmphil_2024_0028_0131_0133
https://www.amazon.com/Asimovs-Foundation-Philosophy-Joshua-Heter/dp/163770030X/ref=sr_1_6?qid=1663282923&refinements=p_27%3AJoshua+Heter&s=books&sr=1-6
https://www.amazon.com/Punk-Rock-Philosophy-Pop-Culture/dp/1637700229/ref=sr_1_5?qid=1663282923&refinements=p_27%3AJoshua+Heter&s=books&sr=1-5
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/popular-music/article/abs/punk-rock-and-philosophy-research-and-destroy-edited-by-joshua-heter-and-richard-greene-chicago-il-open-universe-carus-books-2022-346-pp-isbn-9781637700228/C31158817819BA64A339082CC5088548
https://intellectdiscover.com/content/journals/10.1386/punk_00202_5
https://www.amazon.com/Better-Call-Saul-Philosophy-Culture/dp/1637700261/ref=sr_1_1?qid=1663282923&refinements=p_27%3AJoshua+Heter&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Logic-Introduction-Joshua-S-Heter/dp/1791825796/ref=sr_1_3?qid=1663282923&refinements=p_27%3AJoshua+Heter&s=books&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Westworld-Philosophy-Equals-Popular-Culture/dp/0812699912/ref=sr_1_4?qid=1663282923&refinements=p_27%3AJoshua+Heter&s=books&sr=1-4
https://sfrareview.org/2020/09/04/50-2-rnf2creedon/
https://www.amazon.com/Man-High-Castle-Philosophy-Subversive/dp/0812699637/ref=sr_1_2?qid=1663282923&refinements=p_27%3AJoshua+Heter&s=books&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Man-High-Castle-Philosophy-Subversive/dp/0812699637/ref=sr_1_2?qid=1663282923&refinements=p_27%3AJoshua+Heter&s=books&sr=1-2
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 2025   “The Problem of the Poseur.” Skateboarding and Philosophy: Essays  
   Concerning the Life of the Grind. Joshua Heter and Josef Thomas Simpson 
   (eds.) McFarland and  Company Publishers Inc. 
 2025   “Skateboarding is (in a Sense) a Sport.” Skateboarding and Philosophy: 
   Essays Concerning the Life of the Grind. Joshua Heter and Josef Thomas 
   Simpson (eds.) McFarland and Company Publishers Inc. 
 2025   “Skateboarding Judgments.” Skateboarding and Philosophy: Essays  
   Concerning the Life of the Grind. Joshua Heter and Josef Thomas Simpson 
   (eds.) McFarland and Company Publishers Inc. 
 2023  “Frank Pentangeli’s Stoic Suicide.” The Godfather and Philosophy: An 
   Argument You Can’t Refute. Joshua Heter and Richard Greene (eds.) Carus 
   Books 
 2023  “Cleons and Cloning.” Asimov’s Foundation and Philosophy: Psychohistory 
   and its  Discontents. Joshua Heter and Josef Thomas Simpson (eds.) Carus 
   Books 
 2022  “Salvaging Sunk Costs.” Better Call Saul and Philosophy: I Think Therefore I 
   Scam. Joshua Heter and Brett Coppenger (eds.) Carus Books 
 2020  “A Recipe for Building a Conspiracy Theory.” with Brett Coppenger.  
   Conspiracy Theories: Philosophers Connect the Dots. Richard Greene and 
   Rachel  Robinson-Greene (eds.) Open Court 
 2016  “Becoming Someone Else.” with Josef Thomas Simpson. Orphan Black and 
   Philosophy: Grand Theft DNA. Richard Greene and Rachel Robinson-Greene 
   (eds.) Open Court 
 2015  “Making the Punishment Fit the Crime.” The Princess Bride and Philosophy: 
   Inconceivable! Richard Greene and Rachel Robinson-Greene (eds.) Open 
   Court 
 2014  “Eavesdropping in Context.” Analytic Philosophy, 55(4), 363-367 
 2011   “Against Matchmaking.” Dating: Flirting with Big Ideas – Philosophy for 
   Everyone.  Kristie Miller and Marlene Clark (eds.) Wiley-Blackwell 
 

 Book Reviews  
 
 2026  Art and Entertainment: A Philosophical Exploration. Andy Hamilton. Notre 
   Dame Philosophical Reviews  
 

Presentations (Selected) 

 
 2026  “Demistifying Irony,” The Rocky Mountain Division of the American Society 
   for Aesthetics Annual Meeting, Santa Fe, NM 
 2025  “Demistifying Irony,” 2025 Northwest Philosophy Conference, Portland, OR 
 2024  “Skateboarding is (in a Sense) a Sport,” 2024 Northwest Philosophy  
   Conference, Portland, OR 
 2016   “Epistemic Possibility and Practical Reasoning,” 2016 meeting of the Iowa 
   Philosophical Association, Ames, IA 

2015  “Epistemic Modals in Action,” 2015 meeting of the South Dakota 
Philosophical Association, Sioux Falls, SD 
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2015  “The Return of the Anti-Contextualist Objections,” 2015 meeting of the Long 
Island Philosophical Society, New York, NY 

 2014  “Belief Disjunctivism,” 2014 meeting of The South Dakota Philosophy 
   Association, Sioux Falls, SD 
 2013  “Epistemic Possibility,” Southern Illinois University – Edwardsville  
   Philosophy Dept. Colloquium, Edwardsville, IL  
 2013  “The Cost of Information and What Might Be: A Contextualist Account of 
   Epistemic Modals,” Mid-South Philosophy Conference, Memphis, TN 
 2011  “Epistemic Modals and Practical Reasoning,” 2011 Central States  
   Philosophical Society, St. Louis, MO 
 2011  “Epistemic Possibility, Affordability, and Let's Go Check Cases,” 2011 Spring 
   meeting of the Indiana Philosophical Association, Muncie, IN 
 2010  “On the Strengths (and Weaknesses) of Internalism (and Externalism),” 
   Mid-South Philosophy Conference, Memphis, TN 

2010 “Knowledge without Propositions,” Fourth Annual Conference of The 
Dutch-Flemish Association for Analytic Philosophy, Leuven, Belgium 

 
Courses Taught 

  
 Philosophy of Religion  Introduction to Logic  Business Ethics  
 Critical Reasoning   Ethics    Media Ethics  
 Introduction to Philosophy Modern Philosophy  World Religions 

    
Professional Service 

 
2026  Faculty Volunteer: St. Louis Undergraduate Philosophy Conference 
2026  Judge: APPE Intercollegiate Ethics Bowl National Competition 

 2025  Presentation Commentator: Northwest Philosophy Conference 
2025  Faculty Volunteer: St. Louis Undergraduate Philosophy Conference 

 2025  Presentation Commentator: Midsouth Philosophy Conference 
 2025  Session Chair: 2025 Central Division Meeting of the American Philosophical 
   Association 
 2024-present  Committee Member: The American Philosophical Association’s Committee 
   on Philosophy at Two-Year Colleges 
 2024  Referee: 2025 Central Division Meeting of the American Philosophical 
   Association 
 2024  Presentation Commentator: Midsouth Philosophy Conference 
 2023  Presentation Commentator: Midsouth Philosophy Conference 
 2020  Referee: Mountain-Plains Philosophy Conference  
 2019  Referee: Mountain-Plains Philosophy Conference  
 2019  Presentation Commentator: Midsouth Philosophy Conference 
 2016  Presentation Commentator: 2016 Central Division Meeting of the American 
   Philosophical Association 
 2015  Senior Thesis Adviser: Jordan Hins, University of South Dakota 
 2014   Referee: American Philosophical Quarterly 
 2014   Referee: Res Philosophica  
 2013  Presentation Commentator: Midsouth Philosophy Conference 
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 2012  Referee: Erkenntnis   
 2011  Saint Louis University Graduate Student Conference: Co-organizer  
 2011  Presentation Commentator: 2011 Spring meeting of the Indiana  
   Philosophical Association 
 

Awards 
 
 2011-12   Saint Louis University Graduate Student Research Fellowship 
 2011   James Collins Award for Excellence in Graduate Education, Saint Louis 
   University 
 

Memberships  
 
 American Philosophical Association 
 Society of Christian Philosophers 
 American Society for Aesthetics 
 
References 

  
 Nicole Juranek  Professor of Communications, Iowa Western Community College 

     712.325.3438; njuarnek@iwcc.edu  
  
 David O'Hara   Professor of Philosophy, Augustana University 

     605.274.4890; david.ohara@augie.edu  
 

 John Greco   Professor of Philosophy, Georgetown University 

     202.687.7487; john.greco@georgetown.edu 
      
 Joe Salerno   Associate Professor of Philosophy, Saint Louis University 

     314.977.3152; knowability@gmail.com   


