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Academic Bio

L. Ali Khan initially trained as a civil engineer. He later switched to law, obtaining a law degree from
Punjab University, Lahore. Khan immigrated to the United States and studied law at New York University
School of Law where he received his LL.M. and J.S.D. Khan is a member of the New York Bar and Kansas
Bar.

Khan has authored several books, including The Extinction of Nation-States (1996), A Theory of Universal
Democracy (2003), A Theory of International Terrorism (2006), and Contemporary ljtihad: Limits and
Controversies (2011). Over the years, he has written numerous law review articles and essays on Islamic
law, international law, commercial law, creative writing, legal humor, jurisprudence, the U.S.
Constitution, democracy, comparative constitutional law, human rights, and foreign policy.

Khan has devoted much of his academic scholarship to conflicts involving Muslim communities. Khan
has participated in Islamic law symposia held at the law schools of Samford University, University of St.
Thomas, Barry University, Harvard University, Michigan State University, and Brigham Young
University—contributing ground-breaking articles on Islamic jurisprudence. In addition to law articles
and academic books, Khan also writes for the popular press in the United States, the Middle East, and
the South Asian subcontinent. His legal and foreign affairs commentaries are published worldwide, and
international media seek his comments on world events.

In Spring 2007, Khan was a resident legal scholar with the Organization of Islamic Conference in Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia. He has taught at Washburn University School of Law for thirty-five years (1983-2018).

Publications

Select Books & Book Chapters

SECURED TRANSACTIONS: PRENOTES, CASES, & PROBLEMS (Legal Scholar Academy, 2015).
PAYMENT SYSTEMS: PRENOTES, CASES, & PROBLEMS (Legal Scholar Academy, 2015).
CONTEMPORARY IJTIHAD: LIMITS & CONTROVERSIES. (Edinburgh University Press, 2012).

A THEORY OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM: UNDERSTANDING ISLAMIC MILITANCY. (Brill Academic Publishers, 2006).
Vol. 56 Developments in International Law Series

A THEORY OF UNIVERSAL DEMOCRACY: BEYOND THE END OF HISTORY. (Martinus Nijhoff, 2003). Vol. 44
Developments in International Law Series
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THE EXTINCTION OF NATION-STATES: A WORLD WITHOUT BORDERS. (Kluwer Law International, 1996). Vol. 21
Developments in International Law Series.

THE LEGITIMACY OF Coup D'eTAT. (New York University, 1983).

Legal Scholarship as an Act of Discovery, in LEGAL EDUCATION FOR THE 21ST CENTURY. (Fred B. Rothman &
Co., 1999).

Islam as Intellectual Property, in UNDERSTANDING ISLAMIC LAW: FROM CLASSICAL TO CONTEMPORARY (Alta Mira
Press, 2006).

Commentary on the Constitution of Medina, in UNDERSTANDING ISLAMIC LAW: FROM CLASSICAL TO
CONTEMPORARY (Alta Mira Press, 2006).

Select Articles in Law Reviews and Other Scholarly Journals

“Arbitral Autonomy,” 74 Louisiana Law Review 1 (2013).

"The Paradoxical Evolution of Law," 16 Lewis & Clark Law Review 337 (2012).

"A Portfolio Theory of Foreign Affairs: U.S. Relations with the Muslim World," 20 Transnational Law &
Contemporary Problems 377 (Symposium: A Critical Juncture: Human Rights and the U.S. Standing in the
World under the Obama Administration, lowa University School of Law) (2011).

The Quran and the Constitution, 85 TULANE LAW REVIEW 45 (2010).

The Baga and Fana Infinities of Islamic Law, 7 UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS LAW JOURNAL 511 (Symposium:
Islamic Law and Constitutional Liberty) (2010).

Protection of Languages and Self-Expressions under Islamic Law, 19 JOURNAL OF TRANSNATIONAL LAW AND
PoLicy 61 (2009).

Faith-Based Torture, 12 GLOBAL DIALOGUE 1 (2010) (Symposium Issue: On Torture, Cyprus).
Jurodynamics of Islamic Law, 61 RUTGERS LAW REVIEW 231 (2009).

The Immutability of Divine Texts, 2008 BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW 807 (2008).
Advocacy under Islam and Common Law, 45 SAN DIEGO LAW REVIEW 547 (2008).

Forcing them to be Free: Bush's Project for the Muslim World, 8 GLOBAL DIALOGUE 1 (2006).

Free Markets of Islamic Jurisprudence, 2006 MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW 1487 (2006)
(Symposium issue: The Future of Islamic Law Scholarship).

An Islamic View of the Battlefield, 7 BARRY LAW REVIEW 21 (2006) (Symposium issue: God and War).
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The Essentialist Terrorist, 45 WASHBURN LAW JOURNAL 47 (2005).

The Reopening of the Islamic Code: The Second Era of Ijtihad, 1 UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS LAW JOURNAL 341
(2003) (Founding Symposium: God, the Person, History and the Law).

Islam as Intellectual Property: My Lord, Increase Me in Knowledge, 31 CUMBERLAND LAW REVIEW 631
(2001) (Ray Rushton Distinguished Lecturer Series: Evangelism/Proselytism and International Religious
Liberties).

The Dignity of Labor, 32 COLUMBIA HUMAN RIGHTS LAW REVIEW 289 (2001).

A Theory of Universal Democracy, 16 WISCONSIN INT'L LAW JOURNAL 61 (1997).

Lessons from Malcolm X: Freedom by Any Means Necessary, 38 HOWARD LAW JOURNAL 79 (1994).

The Kashmir Dispute: A Plan for Regional Cooperation, 31 COLUMBIA JOURNAL OF TRANSNATIONAL LAW 495
(1994).

The Extinction of Nation-States, 7 AMERICAN UNIV. INT’L LAW REVIEW 197 (1992).

Constitutional Kinship between Iran and the Soviet Union, 9 NEW YORK LAW SCHOOL J. INT'L & Comp. L. 293
(1988).

A Legal Theory of Revolutions, 5 BOSTON UNIV. INT'L LAW JOURNAL 1 (1987).
A Legal Theory of International Terrorism, 19 CONNECTICUT LAW REVIEW 945 (1987).

Public Scholarship (Select commentaries)

e On United States (more recent commentaries available on webpages below)

"Kansas Supreme Court Fights for Public Education Funding," Jurist, October 6, 2017

"Attacking Iran Is lllegal," The Huffington Post, March 7, 2012.
"Kansas Legislature Does Harm in Barring Islamic Law," The Huffington Post, May 15, 2012.

"Oklahoma Ban on Shariah is Unconstitutional," MWC News (November 9, 2010) (co-authored
with Jasmine Abou-Kassem). See also: Counterpunch (November 11, 2010); Arab News (Saudi
Arabia) (November 16, 2010).

"Obama and the Second American Revolution," Jurist: Legal News & Research (November 5,
2008).

"Lesson that City Bombers Need to Learn," Accra Daily Mail (July 26, 2005). See also: Statesman
(online edition) (July 29, 2005); The Daily Star (July 31, 2005); Counterpunch (July 30/31, 2005);
Wichita Eagle (August 3, 2005).
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“Who is Feeding the Bin Laden Legend,” Statesman (December 27, 2004). See also: Daily Star
(December 28, 2004); Counterpunch (December 29, 2004); Taipei Times (January 2, 2005); The
Hindu (January 4, 2005); Bangladesh Observer (January 19, 2005).

"God Goes to Law School," Jurist: Legal Intelligence for an Educated Democracy (October 27,
2003).

"Lawlessness in Irag and the Failure of Unilateralism," Jurist: Legal Intelligence for an Educated
Democracy (July 7, 2003).

"From William Franklin to Omar Hazim: An Islamic American Story," Daily Star (online edition)
(September 5, 2004). See also: Statesman (online edition) (September 30, 2004).

Attack on America: An Islamic Perspective," Jurist: Legal Intelligence for an Educated Democracy
(September 2001).

On Pakistan (more recent commentaries available on webpages below)

“Pakistan Supreme Court Should Exercise Judicial Restraint on Presidential Immunity," The
Huffington Post (July 13, 2012).

“Pakistan's Burgeoning Business of Nepotism," The Huffington Post (June 18, 2012).
"Pakistan’s Nuanced Duplicity," MWC News (October 6, 2011).

"Understanding Due Process," Dawn.com (December 13, 2010) (co-authored with Jasmine
Abou-Kassem) (reviews death sentence of Aasia Bibi under Pakistan Penal Code blasphemy
statute). See also: Counterpunch (December 14, 2010); MWC News (December 14, 2010).

"Drone Attacks on Pakistan's Indigenous Tribes," Counterpunch (April 21, 2009). See also:
Middle East Online (April 21, 2009; Aljazeera Magazine (April 21, 2009); MWC News (April 21,
2009); Daily Star (April 22, 2009); American Muslim (April 23, 2009); Daily Times (April 27, 2009).

"Challenges for Chaudhry: The Way Ahead for Pakistan's Reinstated Chief Justice," Jurist: Legal
News & Research (March 19, 2009). See also: Aljazeera Magazine (March 25, 2009); Daily Times
(March 27, 2009); Nigerian Tribune (March 30, 2009).

"Presidency and the Constitution in Post-Musharraf Pakistan," Jurist: Legal News & Research
(August 26, 2008). See also: MWC News (August 26, 2008); Counterpunch (August 27, 2008);
American Muslim (August 26, 2008); Middle East Online (August 26, 2008); Daily Star (August
28, 2008).

"Pakistan's Proposed Constitutional Amendment: An Exercise in Futility," Jurist: Legal News &
Research (May 24, 2008). See also: MWC News (May 22, 2008); Counterpunch (May 23, 2008);
American Muslim (May 23, 2008); Middle East Online (May 26, 2008); Daily Star (June 2, 2008).
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"Pakistan's Constitutional Shenanigans," Jurist: Legal News & Research (May 7, 2008). See also:
MWC News (May 7, 2008); Counterpunch (May 8, 2008); American Muslim (May 8, 2008); Daily
Star (May 11, 2008).

"Democracy Day in Pakistan: No Pardon for Musharraf," Jurist: Legal News & Research (March
16, 2008). See also: Counterpunch (March 17, 2008); MWC News (March 17, 2008); American
Muslim (March 18, 2008); Daily Star (March 20, 2008).

"Pakistan Elections and the Lawyers' Movement," Jurist: Legal News & Research (November 27,
2007). See also: MWC News (November 27, 2007); Counterpunch (November 28, 2007); Middle
East Online (November 28, 2007).

"Liberating Pakistan: A Test Case for the World Media," MWC News (November 14, 2007). See
also: Counterpunch (November 15, 2007); Middle East Online (November 15, 2007).

"Solidarity with Pakistan's Lawyers," Jurist: Legal News & Research (November 7, 2007). See
also: MWC News (November 7, 2007); Counterpunch (November 8, 2007). This commentary has
been set to photographs and music (6 minutes, 42 seconds) (available on YouTube).

"Pakistan Supreme Court Must Deliver a Bold Decision," Aljazeera Magazine (online edition)
(July 17, 2007). See also: Jurist: Legal News & Research (July 15, 2007); MWC News (July 16,
2007); Counterpunch (July 16, 2007); American Muslim (July 16, 2007); Middle East Online (July
16, 2007); Arab News (July 18, 2007); The Brunei Times (July 19, 2007); Daily Star (July 20, 2007);
Pakistan Link (July 23, 2007).

"A Lawyers' Mutiny in Pakistan," Jurist: Legal News & Research (May 17, 2007). See also: MWC
News (May 17, 2007); Counterpunch (May 18, 2007); The American Muslim (May 27, 2007).

"The Pakistan Chief Justice Story: A Personal Narrative," Jurist: Legal News & Research (April 15,
2007).

e Onlslam (more recent commentaries available on webpages below)

"Petitioning Congress on Qur’an Burning," MWC News (April 19, 2011). See also: Jurist: Legal
News & Research (June 14, 2011).

"Meltdown in American Markets: An Islamic Perspective," Counterpunch (September 27/28,
2008). See also: Middle East Online (September 27, 2008; Aljazeera Magazine (September 29,
2008); American Muslim (September 28, 2008); Arab News (Saudi Arabia) (September 29, 2008);
MW(C News (September 27, 2008).

"Combating Defamation of Religions," MWC News (December 31, 2006).
"The Veil and the British Male Elite," MWC News (October 26, 2006). See also: The American

Muslim (October 26, 2006); Baltimore Chronicle & Sentinel (online edition) (October 26, 2006);
Counterpunch (October 30, 2006).
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"Fighting Words: The Abuse of Islam in Political Rhetoric," Jurist: Legal News & Research (August
20, 2006). See also: MWC News (July 30, 2006).

"The Invention of Porno Torture," Counterpunch (September 28, 2005). See also: Daily Times
(October 3, 2005); Daily Star (October 7, 2005).

"Is There a Right to Armed Struggle?," Counterpunch (August 27/28, 2005). See also: Statesman
(August 31, 2005); Daily Star (June 7, 2005); "The Changing Right of Armed Struggle," Baltimore
Chronicle & Sentinel (online edition) (September 16, 2005, updated).

"Friendly Renditions to Muslim Torture Chambers," Counterpunch (June 6, 2005). See also: Daily
Star (June 7, 2005); Statesman (June 8, 2005); Baltimore Chronicle & Sentinel (online edition)
(June 7, 2005).

"Saving Islamic Democracy in Iran: The Governing Council Should Be Juristic, Not Political,"
Jurist: Legal Intelligence for an Educated Democracy (January 20, 2004). See also: Asia Times
(online edition) (January 23, 2004); Middle East Times (online edition) (January 23, 2004).

On Muslim Nations and Communities (more recent commentaries available on webpages below)

The Dictators of the Middle East, the Huffington Post (November 17, 2012).

"Constitutional Enforcement in Tunisia, Yemen, and Egypt," Jurist: Legal News & Research
(January 29, 2011). See also: MWC News (January 30, 2011); Counterpunch (January 31, 2011.

"The Sovereignty of Muslim Nations," Middle East Online (December 18, 2009). See also:
Counterpunch (December 18, 2009); Daily Star (December 20, 2009); MWC News (December 21,
2009).

"Establishing an International Tribunal for the Mumbai Terror Suspects," Jurist: Legal News &
Research (December 29, 2008). See also: MWC News (December 30, 2008).

"Mumbai and the Kashmir Dispute," Jurist: Legal News & Research (December 4, 2008). See
also: Counterpunch (December 5/7, 2008); Al-Jazeera Magazine (December 12, 2008); Daily
Times (December 15, 2008).

"Suppressive Rulings: Turkey's Headscarf Ban," National Law Journal (July24, 2006).
"Political Cleansing in Iran," DAWN (January 22, 2004).

"The Value of Individuals," Statesman (online edition) (January 11, 2004).

"Will the European Court Push Turkey toward Islamic Revolution?," Jurist: Legal Intelligence for
an Educated Democracy (September 9, 2002).

"Will the War on Afghanistan Reap Any Benefits?" Jurist: Legal Intelligence for an Educated
Democracy (November 5, 2001).
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Law & Literature Scholarship

THE NEW ILIAD (Legal Scholar Academy, 2013)

"Let Me Tell You a Story of The Two Kings," Baltimore Chronicle and Sentinel (online edition)
(June 2, 2006). See also: MWC News (June 2, 2006); Counterpunch (June 3/4, 2006); Statesman
(June 11, 2006).

"I've never been to Alabama" and "Cotton Deserts," 21 PW Review (May 2005) (poems originally
read at the February 22, 2005 "Poetry Slam" sponsored by the Black Law Student Association at
Washburn University School of Law).

"Ghantian" (977 KB PDF) and "Ghunghru" (2.3 MB PDF) (two books of short stories written in
Urdu in 1970s)(available on Berkeley Press).

Media Interviews

Global Interviews (more interviews available on YouTube)
“Indian Security Forces in Kashmir,” Press TV June 2018.
“President Trump’s Possible Impeachment,” BBC (Sairbeen) May 2018

"The Wrath of Khan," Christopher Hitchens Watch (December 6, 2011) (In an extensive
interview lasting over an hour, Dr. Lubna Qureshi, a history scholar in Sweden, interviews
challenging Conservative Writer Christopher Hitchens’ views on the right to self-defense,
terrorism, Afghanistan, Pakistan, the legitimacy of drones, and a number of other international
topics).

"US fighting a failed war in Afghanistan," Press TV (October 8, 2011) (comments about the
pressure on the Pakistani government in its fight against US-made terrorism to support Obama's
last-ditch attempt to manifest a departure victory against the Taliban).

"Pak Sufis become victim of West's great expectations," The Times of India (April 10, 2011) (by
Sameer Arshad) (Professor Khan comments on Sufism in Pakistan).

"Governments Arising from Arab Unrest may not Fulfill U.S. Hopes," Kansas City Star (February
12, 2011) (by Rick Montgomery and Darryl Livings) (commenting on Fusions States).

"Religious Laws Long Recognized by U.S. Courts," NPR (September 8, 2010) (interviewed by
Barbara Bradley Hagerty) (Professor Khan's comments are made at 2.55 to 3.42) (commenting
on Islamic influence and sees a scenario where non-Muslims could be governed by Islamic law).

"Muslim-American Men Sentenced on Terror Charges," NPR (June 24, 2010) (interviewed by

Tony Cox) (Discussing with Nihad Awad the charges and reaction in the United States of five
Muslim-American men from the Northern Virginia area who were sentenced each to ten years
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in prison by a Pakistan court. The young men were arrested in Pakistan last December and were
convicted for conspiring to carry out terrorist attacks).

"Competing Narratives of the Taliban," Vancouver, British Columbia, Co-operative Radio, CFRO,
102.7 FM (July 1, 2009) (interviewed by Gail Davidson) (length: 50 minutes, 48 seconds).

"Threat of Taliban to Pakistan," phone interview on Press TV (broadcast from Tehran, Iran) (April
27,2009).

"Feds Convict Five of Fort Dix Conspiracy," Free Speech Radio News (December 23, 2008).

Roundtable Discussion on Constitutional Crisis in Pakistan and U.S.-Pakistan Relations (in Urdu),
Radio Aap ki Dunyaa (Voice of America (VOA) News) (March 21, 2008) (length: 33 minutes, 20
seconds).

"NATO Genocide in Afghanistan," Vancouver, British Columbia, Co-operative Radio, CFRO, 102.7
FM (February 13, 2008) (interviewed by Gail Davidson and Charles Boyland) (length: 58 minutes,
11 seconds).

"What Martial Law Means for Pakistani Families," National Public Radio (NPR) (November 13,
2007).

"Pakistan Political Future Remains Unsettled Despite Musharraf Election Win," VOA News (Voice
of America) (October 11, 2007).

Jamaica Radio Breakfast Club (June 2007)
BBC Radio Asian Network Urdu Program (September 2005 & March 2006).

e Kansas Interviews

"Science & Creation: Views from People of Faith," Panelist. Sponsored by Kansas State University
Center for the Understanding of Origins (May 3, 2005) (60 minutes Video).

KTWU: Advisor and Commentator on Sunflower Journey: Women of Islam (2004).
KTWU: Participant on discussion on the 9/11 terrorist attacks (2001) (60 minutes Video).

Presentations

CLE Speaker, “Attorney Conduct and Free Speech Rights,” Kansas Bar Association August 11, 2017
CLE Speaker, “Introduction to Shariah,” Washburn University 2016

Keynote Speaker, "Seeking Perfection through Kalaam-e-Igbal," Annual 'lgbal Day', Igbal Society of
Metropolitan Chicago, East-West University, Chicago, lllinois, April 17, 2011 (commentary on the
keynote address).
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Symposium Speaker, "Ethics in War, Terrorism, and Military Law," Fourth Annual Law Review
Symposium, Creighton University School of Law, Omaha, Nebraska, March 25, 2011.

"American Muslims and the Right to Religious Freedom," The Dorothy L. Thompson Civil Rights Lecture
Series, Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas, March 15, 2011. (See report in March 16, 2011
Kansas State Collegian.)

Plenary Speaker, "Islamic Law and Constitutional Liberty," Spring Law Journal Symposium, University of
St. Thomas School of Law, Minneapolis, Minnesota, April 12, 2010.Plenary Speaker, Islamic Law and
Constitutional Liberty, Spring Law Journal Symposium, University of St. Thomas School of Law,
Minneapolis, Minnesota, April 12, 2010.

Speaker, A Legal Theory of Foreign Policy Portfolios: U.S. Relationship with the Muslim World under the
Obama Administration, A Critical Juncture: Human Rights & US Standing in the World Under the Obama
Administration, Transnational Law & Contemporary Problems Symposium, University of lowa College of
Law, lowa City, lowa, March 5, 2010.

Plenary Speaker, The Quran and the Constitution, Religious Legal Theory: The State of the Field
Conference, Seton Hall University School of Law, Newark, New Jersey, November 13, 2009.

Speaker on Islamic Culture, 2007 U.S. Attorney’s Citizens Academy in Topeka (November 2007).

Conference Speaker, 2007 Law and Religion Conference Plenary Session, BYU Law School (October,
2007)

Symposium Speaker: The Future of Islamic Legal Scholarship, Michigan State University School of Law
(2006)

Symposium Speaker, God and War, Barry University Law School, Orlando, Florida (2006).
Speaker, Roots of Islamic Terrorism, Johnson County Community College, Kansas, February 2003.

Speaker, Muslims Here and Abroad, New Challenges for the United States, Kansas State University,
November 28, 2001.

Speaker, Islam as Intellectual Property, Cumberland Law School, Ruston Distinguished Lecturer Series,
Samford University, Birmingham, Alabama. September 2000

Panel Chair, The Power of Islamic Law, Comparative Law Conference, University of Utah.

Speaker, Legal Scholarship as an Act of Discovery, Central States Law Schools Association, St. Louis
University School of Law, October 13, 1995

Speaker, Lessons from Malcolm X: Freedom by Any Means Necessary, Midwest People of Color Legal
Scholarship Conference, University of Missouri School of Law, March 25, 1994

Workshop Speaker, New Perspectives on Comparative Law, American Association of Law Schools
Workshop on International and Comparative Law, Arlington, Virginia, October 13, 1990
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Symposium Speaker, On International Terrorism, Connecticut University School of Law, April 7, 1987

Education

B.Sc., Civil Engineering, University of Engineering and Technology (Lahore)
M.A,, (English Literature) Punjab University

LL.B., Punjab University

LL.M., New York University

J.S5.D., New York University

Certificate, Strasbourg Institute of Human Rights, France

Honors

Judge Jacob D. Fuchsberg Fellow, New York University

Robert Marshall Fellow in Civil Liberties, New York University

Resident Scholar, the Library of Congress, Washington D.C. (Summer 1997)

Resident Scholar, the Organization of Islamic Conference, Saudi Arabia (Spring 2007)

Teaching Experience (1983-2018)

Washburn University School of Law

Arbitration

Payment Systems

Secured Transactions

Introduction to American Legal System

Comparative Constitutional Law

International Law

Law and Human Rights

Islamic Law

Other Law Schools

San Diego University School of Law (Summer Program in London)
Free University, Thilisi, Georgia (Summer Program)

University of West Indies, Barbados (summer Program)
University of Kansas School of Law

University of Utrecht, The Netherlands (Summer ProgramO
Brunel University, London, United Kingdom (Summer Program).

Administrative Experience

Chair, Faculty Recruitment Committee
Chair, LLM Committee

Chair, Curriculum Committee
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Chair, Library Committee
Chair, Sabbatical Committee
Chair, Tenure Retention Subcommittees

Languages

Punjabi (native proficiency); Urdu & English (full professional proficiency); Arabic (developing
proficiency); Persian & French (elementary proficiency)

Web Pages

Legal scholar Academy (www.legalscholar.org).

Muck Rack https://muckrack.com/I-ali-khan

Huffington Post https://www.huffingtonpost.com/author/ali-khan-604

Amazon Books https://www.amazon.com/L.-Ali-Khan/e/B001JXM50A

New York Journal of Books https://www.nyjournalofbooks.com/reviewer/l-ali-khan

Google Scholar Citations https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=1YndfkwAAAAJ&hl=en

Research Gate https://www.researchgate.net/profile/L Ali Khan

Berkeley Press https://works.bepress.com/abu kashif/

Bar Admissions

New York, 1985
Kansas, 2016

Hobbies

Poetry, Forex Market.
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