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Samuel Filby 
 

Phone: 618-334-2091 

Email: sfilby@nd.edu 

 
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION      AREAS OF COMPETENCE 

Ethics  Early Modern Philosophy  

Aesthetics  Logic 

Philosophy of Religion 19
th

 Century European 

  

 

EMPLOYMENT 

 

2026 – 2027                Visiting Assistant Research Professor 

            Center for Philosophy of Religion, University of Notre Dame 

   

 

EDUCATION 

 

2026    PhD in Philosophy, Northwestern University 

• Dissertation: “Retrieving Your Concepts: Iris Murdoch on Concepts 

and the Imagination” 

• Committee: Kyla Ebels-Duggan (Chair), Mark Alznauer, Claire 

Kirwin, Cora Diamond (University of Virginia), Samantha Matherne 

(Harvard) 

 

2020   MA in Philosophy, University of Missouri – St. Louis 

 

2017   MSt in Philosophical Theology, University of Oxford 

 

2016   BA in Philosophy and Classics, Seattle Pacific University 

 

 

JOURNAL ARTICLES  
 

“Retrieving Your Concepts: Iris Murdoch on Original Sin.” European Journal of Philosophy 

(2026): https://doi.org/10.1111/ejop.70105 

 

BOOK CHAPTERS  

 

“Murdoch and Wittgenstein” in The Oxford Handbook of Iris Murdoch, eds. Hannah Altorf, 

Rob Hardy, Miles Leeson, and Frances White. Oxford University Press. Forthcoming.  

 

“Literature and the Ethical Imagination” in Where Literature Meets Philosophy: Iris Murdoch, 

eds. Camille Braune and Michela Dianetti. Palgrave MacMillan. Forthcoming. 

 

https://doi.org/10.1111/ejop.70105
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DISSERTATION ABSTRACT 

 

Iris Murdoch thought that her contemporaries operated with an overly narrow conception of what 

ethics is. She maintained that this narrowness restricted their capacity to see the variety of forms 

ethical thought can take. To correct for this myopia, she recommended that moral philosophers 

engage more imaginatively and historically in ethical inquiry. This dissertation seeks to take up 

Murdoch’s recommendation by exploring ways the imagination and history can reshape our sense 

of what ethics might be about. In the first part, I argue that dominant views of the ethical 

imagination presuppose questionable conceptions of ethical thought. These conceptions are 

problematic insofar as they elude more fundamental exercises of the ethical imagination, exercises 

that are exhibited in our characterizations of what the world is like. I argue that such 

characterizations situate us in an ethical space and serve as the background for our practical 

reasoning, hence they are deserving of the honorific “ethical.” In the second part, I explore two 

ways we might approach concepts historically. The first concerns how concepts alter over historical 

eras. To bring this out, I examine Murdoch’s claim that our moral thinking will be impoverished 

until it possesses a secular conception of original sin. Beginning with the Pelagian controversy, I 

offer a genealogy of “original sin” and tell a story about how it might be secularized. I contend that 

this story brings out how tracing the history of a concept can open our sense of which concepts are 

available to contemporary ethical thought. The second approach concerns how a concept alters 

throughout the history of an individual life. I argue that a subject’s personal history can render a 

given concept’s meaning only graspable by those who can understand how that concept fits within 

that history. If we cannot grasp that subject’s history, we will be unable to understand their use of 

the concept. 

 

 

WORKS IN PROGRESS 

 

A paper on “visions of life”: our imaginative, evaluative characterizations of what the world is like 

and, given those characterizations, what kinds of human life that are worth going in for; 

 

A paper on Simone Weil and aesthetic representations of suffering; 

 

A paper on how conceptions of conceptual retrieval relate to conceptions of conceptual loss. 

 

 

REVIEWS 

 

Moral Articulation: On the Development of New Moral Concepts by Matthew Congdon. In The 
Iris Murdoch Review.  

 

Value, Conflict, and Order: Berlin, Hampshire, Williams, and the Realist Revival in Political 

Theory by Edward Hall. In Ethics.  
 

Revolution of the Ordinary: Literary Studies after Wittgenstein, Austin, and Cavell by Toril Moi. 

In The Oxonian Review.  

 

INVITED TALKS 
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September 2027 “Visions of Life.” Brett Zimmerman Memorial Workshop. University of 

Missouri – St. Louis.  

 

April 2026 “Nietzsche, Murdoch, and the Quest to be Historical in Ethics.” North 

American Nietzsche Society Session at the APA. Online.  

 

September 2025 “Murdoch on Literature and the Ethical Imagination.” University of 

Warwick, Celebration of Iris Murdoch Conference.  

 

May 2024  “Murdoch and Diamond on Morality and Literary Realism.” Stanford 

Philosophy and Literature Workshop. Palo Alto, California. 

 

 

PEER-REVIEWED CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS  

 

 

August 2024  “The Departmental Conception of Ethics.” Eleventh International Iris 

Murdoch Conference, Chichester, England.  

 

April 2024  “Agency and Conceptual Holism in Murdoch.” Iris Murdoch Conference 

at La Sorbonne, Paris.  

 

November 2022  “Adorno on Culture Industry and the Low Brow.” American Society of 

Aesthetics 80th Annual Meeting, Portland, Oregon.  

 

June 2019  “Can There be an Analytic, Existential Philosophy?” Diverse Lineages of 

Existentialism, George Washington University, D.C.  

 

March 2019  “Can There be an Analytic, Existential Philosophy?” Oxford Postgraduate 

Conference on Existentialism, Oxford, England.  

 

 

AS COMMENTATOR 

 

 

May 2026 Commentator on Kyla Ebels Duggan, Think on What is Good. Notre 

Dame, IN.  

 

October 2024   “Reconciling Love and Disinterest Through the Aesthetics of Simone 

Weil.” Emma Heflin (Utah), American Society of Aesthetics. Chicago, IL.  

 

June 2022  “Two Ways of Discerning Reasons: A Puzzle About Theory and Method in 

Ethics,” Stephen Marrone (UVA), Northwestern Society for the Theory of 

Ethics and Politics. Evanston, IL.  
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February 2020  “An Epistemology for Moral Naturalists,” Caleb Perl (CU-Bolder), Central 

Division APA. Chicago, IL.  

 

October 2019  “Not Your Place: Trauma and the Authority to Blame,” August Gorman 

(Princeton), Central States Philosophical Association. St. Louis, MO.  

 

April 2019  “Safety to the Rescue: A Response to Miracchi’s Counterexamples to 

Indirect Virtue Epistemology,” Christopher Torres (St. Louis University). 

Gateway Graduate Conference, St. Louis, MO.  

 

PODCASTS AND BOOK EVENTS 

 

November 2027 Interviewee on the Iris Murdoch Podcast on “Existentialism and Mystics,” 

part four. 
 

January 2026 Interviewee on The Iris Murdoch Podcast on “Existentialism and Mystics,” 

 part three 

 

June 2025  Interviewee on The Iris Murdoch Podcast on “Existentialism and Mystics,” 

part one. 

 

November 2024  Book Event Organizer and Interviewer for Brian Leiter’s Marx.  
 

October 2024  Book Event Organizer and Interviewer for Anastasia Berg and Rachel 

Wiseman’s What Are Children For?.  

 

September 2024  Interviewee on The Iris Murdoch Podcast, “Murdoch’s Moral Psychology.” 

With Francey Russell and Matthew Congdon. 

 

December 2022  Interviewee on the Sacred and Profane Love podcast, “J.M Coetzee on 

Philosophy, Fiction, and the Academy.”  

 

April 2022  Participant in panel, “What is the Relationship Between Philosophy and 

Literature?”, put on by Crowsnest Books and Political Animal Press.  

 

 

AWARDS AND FELLOWSHIPS  

 

November 2024  Barbara Stevens Heusel Award for Early Career Scholarship on Iris 

Murdoch, awarded by the Iris Murdoch Research Centre.  

 

June 2024  Thomas McCarthy Award for Excellence in Teaching at Northwestern 

University.  

 

December 2019  Outstanding Graduate Student of the Year at University of Missouri - St. 

Louis.  
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May 2016  McNichols Award for Scholarly Merit in the Humanities, awarded by 

Seattle Pacific University. (Given to Top Graduating Humanities Student.)  

 

May 2015  McNichols Scholarship for Merit in the Humanities, awarded by Seattle 

Pacific University. (Given to Top Junior Humanities Student.)  

 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 

 

As Teaching Assistant at Northwestern University 

 

Spring 2026  Early Modern Philosophy, Baron Reed 

 

Winter 2026  Ethics Problems and Public Issues, Chard Horne 

 

Winter 2024  Logic 250 (Second-Order and Modal), Sean Ebels-Duggan 

 

Fall 2023  Introduction to Moral Philosophy, Pascal Brixel 

 

Winter 2023  Critical Theory, Mark Alznauer 

 

Fall 2022  Logic 150 (Introductory Logic), Peter van Elswyk 

 

Spring 2022  Bioethics, Chad Horne 

 

Winter 2022  Philosophy of Religion, Mark Alznauer 

 

 

As Full Instructor at Seattle Pacific University 

 

 

Spring 2018  Philosophy of Religion 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITY 

 

2022 – 2025  Northwestern University Society for the Theory of Ethics and Politics, 

Graduate Student Organizer.  

 

2022 – 2025   Northwestern Post-Kantian and Continental Workshop Organizer.  

 

2021 –  2025   Northwestern Practical Philosophy Workshop Organizer  

 

November 2019  14th Annual Gateway Graduate Conference Organizer, “Philosophy in a 

Social World.”  
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Reviewer for History of Philosophy Quarterly, The Journal of Ethics. 


