
 

 

JOSEPH A. TUMINELLO, III, PhD, HEC-C 
Department of Social Sciences, McNeese State University, Lake Charles, LA 

joeytuminello.net   jtuminello@mcneese.edu 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

Assistant Professor of Philosophy, McNeese State University, 2019-present. 

Instructor, Oregon State University, 2017, 2019. 

Instructor, Linn-Benton Community College, 2017-2019. 

Instructor, Portland State University, 2016-2017. 

Teaching Fellow, University of North Texas, 2012-2016. 

Teaching Assistant, Colorado State University, 2010-2012. 

 

EDUCATION 

PhD, University of North Texas, 2019, Philosophy  

 Dissertation Title: The Food-Drug Relationship in Health and Medicine 

MA, Colorado State University, 2012, Philosophy                   

 Thesis Title: Invasive Species Management: An Animal Ethics Perspective 

BA (Honors), University of Louisiana, Lafayette, 2010, Philosophy                

 Thesis Title: On Connections Between Humans and Their Avatars 

 

CERTIFICATES & TRAINING 

Certified Healthcare Ethics Consultant (HEC-C: Certification Number 129058), American Society for Bioethics 

and Humanities, 2022-present. 

• Includes 450 hours of clinical rotations related to healthcare ethics consultation at Lake Charles 

Memorial Hospital. 

Participant, Teaching Excellence Initiative, McNeese State University, 2019-2020. 

Certificate, Graduate Student Teaching Excellence Program (GSTEP), University of North Texas, 2015. 

Certificate, Graduate Teaching Program, Colorado State University, 2012. 

 

FIELDS OF STUDY 

Areas of Specialization 

Philosophy of Medicine, Philosophy of Food, Animal Ethics, Environmental Philosophy 

Areas of Competence 

Biomedical Ethics, Hermeneutics, Existentialism, Pragmatism, Asian Philosophy (esp. Jain Philosophy) 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Invited Publications 

Jonathan Safran Foer and Joseph Tuminello. “What is Ethical Eating? Reflections on Systemic Change, 

Pandemics, and Tradition.” NYU Press Blog. January 11, 2024. https://www.fromthesquare.org/what-is-

ethical-eating-reflections-on-systemic-change-pandemics-and-tradition-a-conversation-between-

jonathan-safran-foer-and-joey-tuminello/. 

 

Journal Articles 

Joseph Tuminello. “Food pharmacies and food addiction: shifting food-drug interpretations in allopathic 

medicine, psychology, and psychiatry.” Food, Culture & Society (2023 – Online First): 1-14. 

Joseph Tuminello. “Hermeneutics of Food and Drug Regulatory Policy.” Humana.Mente Journal of 

Philosophical Studies 13, no. 38 (2020): 255-280. 

Joseph Tuminello. “Dichotomous Food-Drug Interpretations in Nutritional Science and Western Medicine.” 

Sofia Philosophical Review 12, no. 2 (2019): 102–129. 
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Book Chapters 

Joseph Tuminello. “A Jain Perspective on Faux Meat: Engaging Jain Philosophy with Contemporary Debates.” 

In Engaged Jainism, edited by Christopher Jain Miller and Cogen Bohanec. SUNY Press, forthcoming 

2025. 

Andrew deCoriolis, Aaron S. Gross, Joseph Tuminello, Steve J. Gross, and Jennifer Channin. “Animal 

Advocacy’s Stockholm Syndrome.” In The Good it Promises, The Harm It Does: Critical Essays on 

Effective Altruism, edited by Carol J. Adams, Alice Crary, and Lori Gruen, 41-58. Oxford University 

Press, 2023. 

Joseph Tuminello, Stephanie Van, and Kathleen Kevany. “Food Movements to Foster Adoption of More 

Planet-Friendly Foods and Sustainable Diets.” In the Routledge Handbook of Sustainable Diets, edited 

by Kathleen Kevany and Paolo Prosperi, 395-408. New York: Routledge, 2023. 

Joseph Tuminello. "Jainism: Animals, and the Ethics of Intervention." In the Routledge Handbook of Religion 

and Animal Ethics, edited by Andrew Linzey and Clair Linzey, 91-100. New York: Routledge, 2018. 

Joseph Tuminello. "Farm Forward: A Pragmatist Approach to Advocacy in Agriculture." In Food Justice in 

U.S. and Global Contexts: Bringing Theory and Practice Together, edited by Ian Werkheiser and 

Zachary Piso, 247-265. New York: Springer, 2017. 

Joseph Tuminello. "Industrial Animal Agriculture: An Environmental Justice Perspective." In The Future of 

Meat Without Animals, edited by Brianne Donaldson and Christopher Carter, 155-175. Lanham, MD: 

Rowman & Littlefield, 2016. 

 

Encyclopedia Entries 

Joseph Tuminello. "Food and Drugs." In The Encyclopedia of Food & Agricultural Ethics, 2nd ed., edited by 

 Paul B. Thompson and David M. Kaplan. New York: Springer, 2016. 

Joseph Tuminello. "Eating Invasive Species." In The Encyclopedia of Food & Agricultural Ethics, edited by 

Paul B. Thompson and David M. Kaplan, 502-506. New York: Springer, 2014. 

Joseph Tuminello. "Environmental and Animal Pragmatism." In The Encyclopedia of Food & Agricultural 

Ethics, edited by Paul B. Thompson and David M. Kaplan, 566-573. New York: Springer, 2014. 

 

Book Reviews 

Joseph Tuminello. "Innovative Directions in Philosophy of/through Food" (Review essay of Philosophers at 

Table: On Food and Being Human by Raymond Boisvert and Lisa Heldke, and Appetites for Thought: 

Philosophers and Food by Michel Onfray). Gastronomica: The Journal of Critical Food Studies 17 

(2017): 72-75. 

Joseph Tuminello. Review of Farmageddon: The True Cost of Cheap Meat by Philip Lymbery and Isabel 

 Oakeshott. Journal of  Animal Ethics 6 (2016): 106-108. 

Joseph Tuminello. Review of Environmental Justice in Developing Countries: Perspectives from Africa and 

Asia-Pacific by Rhuks Ako. Environmental Ethics 37 (2015): 381-382. 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE  

Upper-Level Courses Taught    Lower-Level Courses Taught    

Philosophy of Food      Biomedical Ethics (Online & In Person)   

Ethics        Ethics in Science 

Food Ethics (Online)      Environmental Ethics 

Business Ethics      Contemporary Moral Issues 

Existentialism (Online)     Elementary Ethics 

        History and Philosophy of Science 

Courses Assisted      History of Western Philosophy 

Agricultural Ethics      Philosophy of Self 

Introduction to Logic      Introduction to Philosophy 

Appreciation of Philosophy     Great Ideas in Philosophy (Online) 
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PRESENTATIONS 

Invited Conference Presentations 

“A Jain Perspective on Faux Meat,” Defining Applied Jain Studies Conference (Virtual), Arihanta Institute, 

April 22, 2023. 

Discussion Leader, "Pollution as a Moral Problem," Workshop on Paul B. Thompson's From Silo to Spoon, La 

Jolla, CA, December 17, 2021. 

"Orthodox and Diaspora Jain Perspectives on Animal Ethics," Jainism and the Environment, University of 

North Texas, Denton, TX, April 14, 2018 (Honorarium). 

 

Invited Presentations at Speaker Series and Departmental Colloquia 

"Industrial Animal Agriculture: An Environmental Justice Perspective," One Health Club, Tulane University 

Medical School, New Orleans, LA, April 20, 2022. 

 —Also presented at the Department of Philosophy, Pacific University, Forest Grove, OR, April 25, 2019 

(Honorarium). 

"Food Ethics in Practice: Farm Forward and the Better Food Foundation," Earth Week Speaker Series, Loyola 

University, New Orleans, LA, April 19, 2022. 

"Food Pharmacies and Food Addiction: Shifting Food-Drug Interpretations in Allopathic Medicine, 

Psychology, and Psychiatry," Department of Philosophy (Virtual), National University of Ireland, 

Galway, Ireland, March 9, 2022. 

"A Jain Perspective on Faux Meat," Phi Alpha Theta National History Honor Society, Phi Pi Chapter, McNeese 

State University, Lake Charles, LA (Virtual), October 2, 2021. 

"The Ontology and Ethics of Mayonnaise," Department of Philosophy, Loyola University, New Orleans, LA, 

 April 2, 2020 [cancelled due to COVID-19]. 

  —Also presented at the Ideas Matter 2019 Speaker Series (Theme: Philosophy of Food), School of 

History, Philosophy, & Religion, Oregon State University, April 29, 2019. 

Invited Panelist, "What I Wish I Had Known," Teaching Excellence Seminar, University of North Texas, 

Denton, TX, January 14, 2016. 

 —Also presented at the Teaching Excellence Seminar, University of North Texas, Denton, TX, August 

20, 2015. 

"Food Metaphysics and the Food/Drug Distinction," Department of Philosophy, Luther College, Decorah, IA, 

September 29, 2015 (Honorarium). 

Invited Panelist, "How Do I Build Credibility with My Students?,"  Teaching Excellence Seminar, University of 

North Texas, Denton, TX, January 15, 2015. 

"Aesthetic Appreciation of Nature and Art," Department of Philosophy and Religion, University of North 

Texas, Denton, TX, November 14, 2014. 

"Farm Forward's Food Education Initiatives," Department of Philosophy and Religion, University of North 

Texas, Denton, TX, February 28, 2014. 

"Meta-Philosophy & Meta-Anthropology: Theory and Method from Non-Western  Perspectives," co-presented 

 with Nora Ward, Joseph Otterbine, and Pankaj Jain, Department of Philosophy and Religion, University 

 of North Texas, Denton, TX, October 25, 2013. 

 

Refereed Conference Presentations 

"Food Pharmacies and Food Addiction: Shifting Food-Drug Interpretations in Allopathic Medicine, 

 Psychology, and Psychiatry," The Association for the Study of Food and Society + The Agriculture, 

 Food, and Human Values Society Joint Conference, University of Georgia, Athens, GA, May 19, 2022. 

"Delicious Leadership: Universities Transitioning to Planet Healthy Foods," The American Association of 

 Geographers 2022 Annual Meeting (Virtual), February 25, 2022. Co-authored with Kathleen Kevany 

 and Stephanie Van, presented by Kathleen Kevany. 
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Refereed Conference Presentations (continued) 

"Aesthetic Experiences and Dichotomies of 'Drinks' and 'Drugs': A Response to Scruton," 52nd Meeting of the 

 North Texas Philosophical Association, University of Texas at Dallas, March 28, 2020 [cancelled due to 

 COVID-19]. 

"Pragmatism and Interpreting Invasive Species: The Case of Nutria in the City," Society for the Advancement 

 of American Philosophy 47th Annual Conference, San Miguel de Allende, Guanajuato, Mexico, March 

 5, 2020. 

"Nutria in the City: Hermeneutics and Urban Invasive Species," Philosophy of the City 2019 Meeting, 

 University of Detroit Mercy, Detroit MI, October 5, 2019. 

"Radical Perspectives on Veganism," roundtable with Katie Zarajczyk and Bjørn Kristensen, Opening Space for 

 the Radical Imagination, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR, April 6, 2018. 

"Food, Medicine, and Environmental Justice," Environmental Arts & Humanities Graduate Conference, Oregon 

 State University, Corvallis, OR, June 1, 2017. 

"The Ethics and Ontology of Mayonnaise," Oxford Summer School on The Ethics of Eating Animals, St. 

 Stephen's House, Oxford University, Oxford, England, July 26, 2016. 

"Toward a Pragmatist Framework for Invasive Species Management: Practical and Theoretical Implications of 

 Fallibilism and Democracy," 3rd Annual Meeting of The Consortium for Socially Relevant Philosophy 

 of/in Science and Engineering (SRPoiSE) and the 6th Annual Values in Medicine, Science, and 

 Technology Conference, University of Texas at Dallas, Richardson, TX, May 21, 2016.  

 —Also presented at the 43rd Annual Meeting of the Society for the Advancement of American 

 Philosophy, Portland, OR, March 3, 2016. 

"Jainism, Animals, and the Ethics of Intervention," panel for the Society for Indian Philosophy and Religion, 

 2016 Pacific Division Meeting of the American Philosophical Association, San Francisco, CA, April 1, 

 2016. 

"Urban Agriculture and Food Sovereignty," the Philosophy of the City conference, Portland State University, 

 Portland, OR, November 22, 2015. 

"Klamath River Dams, Environmental Heritage, and Medicine Food," 3rd Annual Workshop on  Food Justice 

 and Peace: Bringing Theory and Practice Together, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, May 

 16, 2015. 

"A Critique of the Invasivore Movement," Moral Cultures of Food Conference, University of North Texas, 

 Denton, TX, April 3, 2015. 

 —Also presented at the 13th Annual North American Conference for Critical Animal Studies, Rice 

 University, Houston, TX, April 13, 2014. 

"Teaching with Foer's Eating Animals," 2nd Biennial Conference on Living with Animals (Theme: 

 "Interconnections"), Eastern Kentucky University, Richmond, KY, March 20, 2015. 

"The Hermeneutics of Food and Drug," 2nd Annual Graduate Workshop in Applied Philosophy (Theme: 

"Philosophy & Medicine"), Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, OH, November 8, 2014. 

"Environmental Imagination: Framing and Identifying with Other Species," 18th Annual Meeting of the 

International Association for Environmental Philosophy, New Orleans, LA, October 26, 2014. 

"Food Fixation," 2014 Lake Area Mental and Behavioral Health Conference, McNeese State University, Lake 

Charles, LA, October 10, 2014. 

"Reconciling Diaspora and Orthodox Jainism via Animal Ethics," Oxford Summer School on Religion and 

Animal Protection, St. Stephen's House, Oxford University, Oxford, England, July 23, 2014. 

"Humaneness in Invasive Species Management," 11th Annual Meeting of the International Society for 

Environmental Ethics, Allenspark, CO, June 19, 2014. 

 —Also presented at the Graduate Workshop in Applied Philosophy (Theme: "Animal and 

Environmental Philosophy"), Bowling Green State University, Bowling Green, OH, November 16, 

2013. 
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Refereed Conference Presentations (continued) 

"Food Education in 'The Jonathan Safran Foer Virtual Classroom Visit,'" 2nd Annual Workshop on Food 

Justice and Peace: Bringing Theory and Practice Together, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, 

May 23, 2014. 

"A Critique of the Food/Drug Distinction," 4th Annual Values in Medicine, Science, and Technology 

Conference, University of Texas at Dallas, Richardson, TX, May 21, 2014. 

"Applying the 'Environmental Model' of Aesthetic Appreciation to Works of Art," 47th Anniversary Meeting of 

the North Texas Philosophical Association, University of North Texas, Denton, TX, April 4, 2014. 

 —Also presented at the 3rd Annual Weber Graduate Student Philosophy Conference, San Diego State 

University, San Diego, CA, October 19, 2013. 

"Urban Agriculture and Environmental Imagination," the Philosophy of the City conference, Brooklyn College, 

New York, NY, December 7, 2013. 

"Animal Welfare: The Blessing and the Curse of Religious Influence," 12th Annual North American 

Conference for Critical Animal Studies, Minneapolis Community and Technical College, Minneapolis, 

MN, June 21, 2013. 

"Moral Obligations to Sentient Members of Invasive Species: A Limitation of the  Land Ethic," 46th 

 Anniversary Meeting of the North Texas Philosophical Association, University of North Texas, Denton, 

 TX, April 5, 2013. 

"Connections Between Humans and Their Avatars: Applying Clark and Chalmers' 'Extended Mind' Thesis," 

2nd Annual Metro State University Philosophy Conference, Denver, CO, April 15, 2011. 

 —Also presented at the Indiana University 2011 Interdisciplinary Graduate Conference, Bloomington, 

IN, March 26, 2011.  

Commentary at Conferences 

Commentary on Andrea Gammon's "Landscape as a Text: Authorship of Landscape & The Anthropocene," 

11th Annual Meeting of the International Society for Environmental Ethics, Allenspark, CO, June 19, 

2014. 

 

Invited Classroom Presentations 

“Introduction to Jainism and Jain Ethics,” Philosophy of Religion, McNeese State University, Lake Charles, 

LA, November 8, 2022. 

"Farm Forward's Applied Ethics," Introduction to Philosophy, Pacific University, Forest Grove, OR, April 25, 

2019. 

"Food Ethics: Human, Animal, and Environmental Dimensions," Anthrozoology: The Human-Animal 

Relationship, Antioch University, Santa Barbara, CA (Virtual), August 16, 2016. 

"Farm Forward: A Pragmatist Approach to Advocacy in Agriculture," Environmental Ethics, Luther College, 

Decorah, IA, September 29, 2015. 

"Ontologies of Food and Drugs," American Mysticism, Luther College, Decorah, IA, September 28, 2015. 

"Jainism, Animals, and the Ethics of Intervention," Living Religion, Luther College, Decorah, IA, September 

28, 2015. 

"Eating Invasive Species," Cultures of Food, Texas Woman's University, Denton, TX, September 23, 2015. 

"Ethical Issues in Food Production and Agriculture," Anthrozoology: The Human-Animal Relationship, 

Antioch University, Santa Barbara, CA (Virtual), August 18, 2015. 

"Ethics and Meat Consumption," Anthrozoology: The Human-Animal Relationship, Antioch University, Santa 

Barbara, CA (Virtual), October 31, 2013.  

 

MEDIA EXPOSURE 

Interview with Jamie Woodhouse for Sentientism (Podcast). "I'm Concerned with Oppression in All its Forms." 

April 24, 2021. 
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MEDIA EXPOSURE (continued) 

Interview with Aaron Rabinowitz for Embrace the Void (Podcast). "The Hermeneutics of Food and Drugs with 

Joey Tuminello." February 12, 2021. 

Interview with Ian Werkheiser for Thought About Food (Podcast). “Joey Tuminello on Food, Drugs, and Field 

Philosophy.” September 21, 2020. 

Interview with Andrea Haverkamp for Laborwave Revolution Radio (Podcast). "Joey Tuminello: Food, 

Spirituality, and Becoming." Orange Media Network. July 22, 2018. 

Interview with Nicky Ouellet for SubSurface: Resisting Montana's Underwater Invaders (Podcast). "Active 

Resistance." Montana Public Radio. December 11, 2017.  

Interview with Geoffrey Riley on The Jefferson Exchange (Radio Program). "Ethics in Invasive Species 

Management." Jefferson Public Radio. July 8, 2016. 

Interview with Jes Burns. "Oregon Battles Invasive Minnows to Protect Non-Native Trout." Oregon Public 

 Broadcasting/EarthFix. June 14, 2016. 

 

AWARDS AND HONORS 

Richardson Environmental Action League (REAL) Fellowship, Center for Environmental Philosophy, 

University of North Texas, 2015. 

Outstanding Teaching Fellow Award (university-wide), University of North Texas, 2015. 

Gene Hargrove Graduate Fellowship, Center for Environmental Philosophy, University of North Texas, 2014.  

 

SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION 

Journal Referee        Book Manuscript Referee  

Topoi     East Asian Journal of Philosophy Springer 

Environmental Ethics   Academia Letters   University of New Mexico Press 

Ethics, Policy, & Environment      Routledge 

Bangladesh Journal of Bioethics      University of Arkansas Press 

Interdisciplinary Environmental Review 

 

Speaker Series Organization 

Co-Organizer (with Matthew Butkus), Medical Ethics Speaker Series, McNeese State University, 2023-present. 

 

Conference Organizational Assistance 

Program Committee Member, 10th Annual Values in Medicine, Science, and Technology Conference, 

University of Texas at Dallas, Richardson, TX, May 2020. 

Ambassador for the Oxford Center for Animal Ethics at the Oxford Summer School on The Ethics of Eating 

Animals, Oxford University, Oxford, England, July 24-27, 2016. 

Ambassador for the Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics at the Oxford Summer School on Religion and Animal 

Protection, Oxford University, Oxford, England, July 21-23, 2014. 

Representative of the Center for Environmental Philosophy (CEP) at the 11th Annual Meeting of the 

International Society for Environmental Ethics, Allenspark, CO, June 17-20, 2014. 

Member at Large of the North Texas Philosophical Association (NTPA) at the 47th Anniversary Meeting of the 

North Texas Philosophical Association, University of North Texas, Denton, TX, April 3-5, 2014. 

 

Conference Panel Organization 

Program Committee Member, Public Philosophy Network Group Session, American Philosophical Association 

Central Division Meeting, Chicago, IL, February 24, 2022. 

Panel Organizer, "The Social Dimension of the Environmental Imagination," at the 18th Annual Meeting of the 

International Association for Environmental Philosophy, New Orleans, LA, October 26, 2014. 

Panel Organizer, "Invasive Species: Ethics, Discourse, and Power Relations," at the 13th Annual North 

American Conference for Critical Animal Studies, Rice University, Houston, TX, April 13, 2014. 
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SERVICE TO INSTITUTIONS 

Committee Service 

Member, Outstanding Graduating Student Award Committee, College of Liberal Arts, McNeese State 

 University, 2024. 

Ethics Reviewer, Human Studies Review Board, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 2022-present. 

Member, Commencement Committee, McNeese State University, 2022. 

Member, Faculty Senate, McNeese State University, 2021-present. 

• Secretary, Faculty Senate, 2024-present. 

• Chair, Faculty and Teaching Affairs Committee, Faculty Senate, 2023-present. 

• Co-Chair, Student Relations Committee, Faculty Senate, 2023-present. 

• Member-at-Large, Faculty Senate, 2022-2023. 

Member, Withdrawal Appeals Committee, McNeese State University, 2021-present. 

Consumer Member, Louisiana Behavior Analysis Board, 2020-present. 

• Chair, Louisiana Behavior Analysis Board, 2023-present. 

• Vice Chair, Louisiana Behavior Analysis Board, 2022-2023. 

Member, Human Subjects Institutional Review Board, McNeese State University, 2019-2021. 

Member, Teaching Evaluation Revision Working Group, Oregon State University, 2019. 

Representative, Philosophy and Religion Studies Graduate Student Association (PRGSA), University of North 

 Texas, 2014. 

Co-Representative, Philosophy and Religion Studies Graduate Student Association (PRGSA), University of 

North Texas, 2013. 

 

Other Institutional Service 

Faculty Consultant, LBCC Library Philosophy Collection, Linn-Benton Community College, 2019. 

Faculty Advisor, Philosophy Club, Linn-Benton Community College, 2018-2019. 

 

STUDENT MENTORSHIP 

Mentor, Sarah H. Lognion, McNeese State University, for her article “Opening an Existential Window into 

Wuthering Heights and The Metamorphosis.” Butler Journal of Undergraduate Research 10 (2024): 

196-209.  

Advisor, Philosophy Concentration for the BA Program in Liberal Studies, McNeese State University, 2022-

present. 

Committee Member, Delana Friesen Senior Capstone, "Is Time Absurd? Time, Meaning, and Existentialism in 

Jonathan Nolan's 'Memento Mori' and Christopher Nolan's Memento," McNeese State University, 2022. 

Committee Member, Taryn White Senior Capstone, "Epistemological Criticism in the Works of Jorge Luis 

Borges," McNeese State University, 2021. 

Second Reader, Chloe Guidry Undergraduate Thesis, "Amor Musicae: A Study of Nietzsche, the Dionysian and 

Music," McNeese State University, 2020-2021. 

 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

Oxford Centre for Animal Ethics (Fellow)   American Philosophical Association 

International Society for Environmental Ethics  American Association of Philosophy Teachers 

International Association for Environmental Philosophy     Animals & Society Institute 

Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy Society for Indian Philosophy and Religion  

Public Philosophy Network (Founding Member)  North Texas Philosophical Association 

Philosophers for Sustainability    American Society for Bioethics and Humanities 

Association for the Study of Food and Society 


