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Abstract: An underappreciated facet of the ethics of humor has to do with the timeliness of certain jokes.
Some are said to be ‘too soon’. Despite the relative ubiquity of jokes deemed too soon, this phenomenon
has received little to no attention from philosophers. In what follows, I mend the gap so described.

Leveraging psychological work on incompatible emotions, I argue that too soon jokes provoke one to
be amused when in fact other, incompatible emotions are what virtue requires. Depending upon what
intentional object a hearer attends to in a joke, the presence (or lack) of virtue may cause them to manifest
emotions precluding humorous amusement. To be capable of amusement in these cases is, thus, to lack
whatever virtue that would have prevented amusement. Once this incompatibility is no longer required by

virtue, such jokes cease to be ‘too soon’.
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