PEDRO LEBRON ORTIZ
Independent Scholar

PO Box 44
San Antonio, PR 00690

Email: plebron.upr(@gmail.com

Website: www .pedrolebronortiz.com
Twitter: @plebronortiz

LinkedIn: www linkedin.com/in/plebron

Education

Ph.D. in Critical Theory (2022)

17, Instituto de Estudios Criticos

[With Recognition of Official Validity of Studies (RVOE)
by the Ministry of Public Education of Mexico, according
to agreement number 20121789 of September 6, 2012]

M.A. in Philosophy (2018)
University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras

B.S. in Mechanical Engineering (2014)
Polytechnic University of Puerto Rico
Cum Laude

Areas of Specialization

e  Africana Philosophy

e Decolonial, Postcolonial and Anticolonial Theories
® Latin American Philosophy

e Caribbean Philosophy

Areas of Competence

® Black Radical Thought
® Ethics, Social, Political Philosophy
¢ Continental Philosophy

° Phenomenology
Academic Appointments

2022 — 2023 Postdoctoral Researcher
University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras

2018 — 2019 Part-time Adjunct Lecturer
University of Puerto Rico, Aguadilla
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2015 - 2016 Part-time Adjunct Lecturer

University of Puerto Rico, Aguadilla

Single-Authored Books (Peer—ReViewed)

An Indestructible Life (tentative). 85,000 words max single-authored monograph. This work
will consist of a phenomenological reflection on revolts and revolutions [in preparation].

Specters of Death: Atmospheric Violence in Contemporary Puerto Rico (tentative). 45,000

words max single—authored monograph. This work will consist of a philosophical exploration of

suicide, depression, gender-based violence, and narco-violence in Puerto Rico [in preparation].

Filosofia del cimarronaje. Cabo Rojo: Editora Educacion Emergente, 2020. With a foreword by

Anayra Santory Jorge and an afterword by Nelson Maldonado-Torres.

Awarded First Honorable Mention for the Essay Prize 2021 by PEN Club Puerto
Rico.

Guest Editor in Scholarly Journals

1.

“African and Afro-Diasporic Thought”. Co-edited with Yomaira Figueroa-Vasquez. Special issue
for Didlogos, Revista del Departamento de Filosofia de la Universidad de Puerto Rico (December 2022)
[in preparation].

Refereed Journal Articles

1.

“Notes on the Brutality of Man” [in preparation]
“Subjugated Masculinities and the Mythodynamics of White Supremacy” [in preparation]

“‘A Different Type of Time’: Hip Hop, Fugitivity, and Fractured Temporality”. Journal of Hip
Hop Studies vol. 8, no. 1, 2021, p. 63-88. https://doi.org/10.34718/paq2-ka84

“Against the Mythological Machine, Towards Decolonial Revolt”. Theory & Event vol. 24, no. 3,
2021, p. 787-815. https://doi.org/10.1353/tae.2021.0043

“Reconstructing Locality through Marronage”. American Philosophical Association Newsletter on
Native American and Indigenous Philosophy vol. 20, no. 1, 2020, p. 3-11.
https://cdn.ymaws.com /WWW.apaon]ine.org/resource/collection/ 13B1F8E6-0142-45FD-
A626-9C4271DC6F62 /NativeAmericanV20n1.pdf

“Teorizando una filosofia del cimarronaje”. Tabula Rasa, no. 35, 2020, p. 122—-156.
https://doi.org/10.25058/20112742.n35.06

“Resisting (Meta) Physical Catastrophes through Acts of Marronage.” Radical Philosophy Review
23, no. 1, 2020, p. 35-57. https://doi.org/10.5840/radphilrev2020219103

“Maroon Logics as Flight from the Euromodern”. TRANSMODERNITY: Journal of Peripheral

Cultural Production of the Luso-Hispanic World, 9(2), 2019.
https:/ /escholarship.org/uc/item/5k54£73z
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9.

“An Introductory Approach to Fracture Mechanics Analyses”. With Carlos Lebron and Iviarys
Ocasio. Engineering Fracture Mechanics 132, 2014, p. 85-92.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.engfracmech.2014.09.008

Book Chapters

1.

“A Festival in Black”. In Interrogating the Future of Puerto Rican Studies: A Reader, edited by Aurora
Santiago Ortiz and Jorell Melendez Badillo [under review]

“Marronage in the Great Caribbean”. In Routledge Handbook of Afro-Latin American Studies, edited
by Bernd Reiter and John Anton Sanchez (Abingdon: Routledge, 2022).

“Coronavirus y la descolonizacion de la ciencia”. In Convidar, edited by Anayra Santory Jorge
and Luis A. Avilés (Cabo Rojo: Editora Educacion Emergente, 2020), p. 56-62.
https://www.portal.editoraemergente.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/ Convidar-Libro-

Libre.pdf.

Other Academic Publications

1.

“Death and Temporality in Against Muerto Rico.” Caliban’s Readings. December 31, 2021.
https: / /caribbeanphilosophy.org/blog/death-temporality.

“To Live and Die in the Colony: Notes on Fractured Temporality and Fugitive Thought”. Taller
Electric Marronage. May 7, 2021.
https://www.electricmarronage.com/electricblog/2021/5/5/to-live-and-die.

“Aguadilla, Decoloniality, and the Summer of “19.” Society & Space. February 25, 2020.
https: //www.societyandspace.org/articles/aguadilla-decoloniality-and-the-summer-of-19.

Book Reviews

1.

Review of Filosofia de las existencias desde el cimarronaje, by Edizon Leon Castro
[forthcoming, 2022]

Review of Colonial Debts: The Case of Puerto Rico, by Rocio Zambrana. Candela
Review, May 2022.

Review of Critique of Black Reason, by Achille Mbembe. Didlogos 103, 2018, p. 167-171.

Public Scholarship

1.

“La muerte del hombrenegro y la indignacion performativa”. §0grados. July 3, 2020.

https: //www.SOgrados.net/lafmuertefdel—hombrenegro—vflafindignacionfperformativa/.

“Hacia una politica del silencio”. 80grados. May 29, 2020. https://www.80grados.net/hacia-

una-politica-del-silencio/

“’El extremo oriente del extremo oriente’: apuntes para la descolonizacion cartogréfica”. Co-
authored with Vanesa Contreras Capo. 80Ogrados. May 8, 2020. https://www.80grados.net/el-
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4. “10 comentarios desde la cuarentena en clave decolonialidad”. Co-authored with Vanesa
Contreras Capo. 80grados. April 24, 2020. https://www.80grados.net/10-comentarios-desde-

la-cuarentena-en-clave-decolonialidad/ .

5. “Laafrodescendencia en Puerto Rico: breve entrevista al Corredor Afro”. §0grados. March 20,

2020. https://www.80grados.net/afrodescendencia-en-puerto-rico-entrevista-sobre-el-
corredor-afro/

6. “Apuntes para la muerte de la ‘naturaleza’. §0grados. November, 22, 2019.
https://www.80grados.net/apuntes-para-la-muerte-de-la-naturaleza/

7. “Sies cuestion de morir...”. §0grados. August 16, 2019.
https://www.80grados.net/si-es-cuestion-de-
morir/?tbclid=IwAR16v7aigXBmMAbsAbfjgAW5qCATcI19HIW 2prtvOwxpJUL8dISC420u

m7g

8. “Matarse en la colonia es un asunto cotidiano.” 80grados. April 5, 2019. 80grados.net/matarse-

en-la-colonia-es-un-asunto-cotidiano/

9. “Contra el blanqueamiento del cimarronaje”. Revista Analéctica, No. 34, Ao 5, 2019 (reprint).

http:// Www.analectica.org/ articulos/lebron-cimarronaje/ ?pdf=2489

10. “Contra el blanqueamiento del cimarronaje”. §Ogrados. March 1, 2019. 80grados.net/contra-el-

blanqueamiento-del-cimarronaje/
11. “Philosophy and Engineering — Communication”. The Exponent, vol. 10, no. 1, 2018.

12. “Design Optimization of a Guidance & Navigation Sensor Mount for Additive Manufacturing
Technology”. With Mark Requa. The Exponent, vol. 9, no. 2, 2018.

Translations and Editorial Work

1. Translation from English to Spanish of “George Floyd Jr as a Philosophical Problem: Why
Disaggregated Data Should Guide How Philosophers Theorize Black Male Death” by Tommy J.
Curry [forthcoming, 2022]

2. Translation from Spanish to English of “Memories from Pifiones: Unapologetically Blackly
Beautiful Women” by Maricruz Rivera Clemente, Studies in Gender and Sexuality vol. 22, no. 4,
p- 333-337. https://doi.org/ 10.1080/15240657.2021.1996742

3. Translation from English to Spanish of “For a Combative Decoloniality Sixty Years after Fanon’s
Death: An Invitation from the Frantz Fanon Foundation” by Mireille Fanon Mendes France &
Nelson Maldonado-Torres, November 30, 2021. http://fondation-frantzfanon.com/for-a-
combative-decoloniality-sixty-years-after-fanons-death-an-invitation-from-the-frantz-fanon-
foundation/. Reproduced in EI Salto Diario on December 7, 2021.
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Invited Talks

1. (2022) “Afro Epistemologias”. Cumbre Afro at the Puerto Rico National Archive, March 26.

2. (2022) “An Indestructible Life: Reflections on Marronage”. Black Studies Colloquium at Baruch
College, City University of New York, March 16.

3. (2020) “La muerte del hombrenegro y la indignacion performativa” in Trdnsitos y comunidad.
Part of the year-long exposition Anarquia y Dialéctica del Deseo: géneros y marginalidad en Puerto

Rico at the Museum of Contemporary Art, June 24. [Talk cancelled due to COVID-19]

4. (2020) “Linchados y castrados: notas sobre la violencia racista”. A masterclass coordinated by
Corredor Afro, July 1. [online due to COVID-19].
https: //www.youtube.com/watch?v=kq28vonfP9s&t=1s

Conferences Organized

1. (2020) Main Organizer. “Teorizando el giro decolonial: descolonizando tierras, descolonizando
cuerpos”. Department of Humanities at University of Puerto Rico, Aguadilla Campus, in
collaboration with the Rutgers Advanced Institute of Critical Caribbean Studies. July 24-25.
Keynote Speaker: Yuderkys Espinosa Mifioso. Invited speakers: Jornada Se Acabaron Las
Promesas, Salvemos a Playuela, Aborto Libre PR. Organized with Red Teorizando el Giro
Decolonial [Conference cancelled due to COVID-19].

Website (In Spanish): http://www.girodecolonialpr.org/

2. (2019) Main Organizer. “Teorizando el giro decolonial: reflexiones en torno a Puerto Rico”.
Department of Humanities at University of Puerto Rico, Aguadilla Campus. July 26-27.
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Nelson Maldonado-Torres. Invited speakers: Dr. Carlos Rojas Osorio,
Dr. Agustin Lao-Montes, Dr. Rocio Zambrana, Dr. Adriana Garriga-Lopez, Colectiva
Feminista en Construccion, Universidad Sin Fronteras, Al Rescate de Mi Escuela. 50 total
presentations and talks, over 200 signatures. Organized with Red Teorizando el Giro

Decolonial.

Website (In Spanish): http://www.girodecolonialpr.org/

Invited Panelist, Moderator & Roundtable Participant

1. (2022) Invited participant in book presentation of De la queda(era): imagen, tiempo y detencion en
Puerto Rico. Maryland/Lajas: Editorial EI Cangrejo/Editorial La Criba, 2021, written by Juan
Carlos Quintero Herencia. Book presentation organized by Editorial La Criba, August 6. Co-
panelists: Mario Roche, Carlos Garduno Gonzalez. Libreria El Candil, Ponce, Puerto Rico.

2. (2021) Invited participant in book presentation of Against Muerto Rico: Lessons from the Verano
Boricua. Cabo Rojo: Editora Educacion Emergente, 2021, written by Marisol LeBron. Book
presentation organized by Editora Educacion Emergente, December 8. Co-panelists: Rocio
Zambrana, Jorell Meléndez-Badillo. [online]

3. (2021) “Enfrentar el espectro de la muerte: el cimarronaje como pedagogia critica y la
afirmacion de mundos Otros”, part of the symposium titled Pedagogias otras para la re-existencia de
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la afrodescendencia organized by Universidad Amawtay Wasi, October 29. [online]

(2021) Invited moderator in “Afro-Knowledges/ Afro-Saberes and Decolonization: The Work
of Corredor Afro”. Speakers: Marta Moreno Vega and Maricruz Rivera Clemente. Part of the
“What is Decoloniality?” speaker series, sponsored by the Rutgers Advanced Institute for
Critical Caribbean Studies at Rutgers University, April 8. [online]

(2020) Roundtable participant in ;A la fuga! Tejiendo el feminismo cimarron en el Caribe organized
by Colectiva Feminista en Construccion, November 19. Co-panelists: Shariana Ferrer-Nunez,

Yuderkys Espinosa Mifioso, Yolanda Arroyo Pizarro, Nelson Maldonado-Torres. [online]

(2020) “10 reflexiones sobre una filosofia del cimarronaje”, in Cultura de resistencia ante Ia
hegemontia estadounidense en el Caribe: tradicién y posibilidades emancipatorias organized by Casa de
Las Americas as part of their series Ciclo de pensamiento social caribefio, October 26-28.
[online; pre-recorded talk].

https: //www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zxI02Hheow&feature=youtu.be&tbclid=IwAR1CHU
MB()9ZAkg]inthf—NShZTR4—prdMOVf107A]3f FPmMZvii8§ 7St8¢

(2020) “Reconstructing Locality through Marronage”, in the conference series Fanon at 95: A
Twenty-Day Celebration organized by the Caribbean Philosophical Association, July 16. [online]
https://tb.watch/1xulU53Hbn/

(2019) “The Summer of 2019: Marronage and the Decolonial Turn” in Understanding Puerto
Rican Revolt: The Relevance of Black Feminism, Marronage, and Decolonial Turn. Part of the “What is
Decoloniality?” speaker series, sponsored by the Rutgers Advanced Institute for Critical
Caribbean Studies at Rutgers University, September 9.

Papers Presented (Selected)

1.

(2021) “Puerto Rico and the Mixed Race Damneé: Notes on a Phenomenology of Race, Class,
and Gender”, Latin American Studies Association, May 26-29. Participant of panel titled “Raza,
anti-negritud y afrodescendencia en Puerto Rico y su diaspora global”. Co-panelists: Miriam
Morales Suarez, Yomaira Figueroa, Isracl Melendez Ayala, Rafael Capo Garcia, Agustin Lao-

Montes (chair/discussant). [online]

(2020) “Decoloniality and Temporality: On the Summer of 2019”, Caribbean Philosophical
Association, April 1-4, St. Croix. Participant of panel titled “Puerto Rico and the Summer of
2019: Decolonial Feminism, Music, and Marronage”. Co-panelists: Aurora Santiago-Ortiz,
Rocio Zambrana, Stephanie Rivera Berruz. [Conference cancelled due to COVID-19]

(2019) “Cimarroneria analéctica: resistiendo la colonialidad del ser” [presentation cancelled],
XXXII Congreso Internacional ALAS Peru, December 1-6, Peru. Part of work group titled
“Imaginarios y memorias criticas descoloniales”.

(2019) “Resisting (Meta) Physical Catatrophes through Acts of Marronage” [presentation
cancelled], American Studies Association, November 7-10, Hawai’i.

(2019) “Maroon Logics as Critical Pedagogy: Lessons from the Outside of Euromodernity”,
Caribbean Studies Association, June 3-7, Colombia. Participant of panel titled “Pedagogies of
liberation and counter-narratives in Puerto Rico: A transhistorical dialogue”. Co-panelists:
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Aurora Santiago-Ortiz, Jorell Melendez-Badillo, Juan C. Davila Santiago. Commentator:
Agustin Lao-Montes. Chair: Aurora Santiago-Ortiz.

6. (2019) “Analectical Marronage: Resisting the Coloniality of Being” [presentation cancelled],

Rébellion, résistance et reparation dans les Amériques, April 11-12, Martinique.

7. (2019) “Hacia una pedagogia liberadora desde la Filosofia del cimarronaje”, ;Cémo enseriar
filosofta? Encuentro de la Sociedad Puertorriquena de Filosofia sobre la ensenanza de la filosofia, January
25-26, San Juan. Participant of panel titled “Identidades y maneras de ensefiar desde la
interculturalidad”. Co-panelists: Oscar Dévila del Valle, Eduardo Bermtdez Barrera. Chair:
Yuiza Martinez Rivera.

8. (2018) “Reflexiones cimarronas: estrategias de liberacion en tiempos de crisis”, Celebracion 4to
Dia Mundial de la Filosofia, December 6-7, San Juan. Participant of panel titled “Estrategias de

liberacion”. Co-panelists: Marta Torres-Rosa, Raquel Torres-Arzola.

9. (2018) “Hip Hop and Marronage: Voices from the Underside of Modernity”, Celebracion 4to Dia
Mundial de la Filosofia, December 6-7, San Juan. Participant of panel titled “Participantes del
Premio Ludwig Schajowicz presentan sus investigaciones”. Co-panelists: Manuel Figueroa
Bonilla, Giovanny Medina Colon. Chair: Dr. Etienne Helmer.

10. (2018) “Maroon Logics as Praxis in Post-Hurricane Maria Puerto Rico”, Philosophy Born of
Struggle, November 2-3, New York. Participant of panel titled “The Legacies and Logics of
Slave Struggles”. Co-panelist: Edward O’Byrn.

11. (2018) “Cimarroneria y libertad en Latinoamerica: un analisis filosofico”, Caribbean Studies
Association, June 4-8, Cuba. Chair and participant of panel titled “Philosophical Practices and

Caribbean Sounds”. Co-panelists: Kadiri Vaquer Fernandez, Henry Wallice Charles / Madgerie
Jameson-Charles.

12. (2017) “Political Identities and the Exclusionary Nature of Liberal Thought”, Caribbean
Philosophical Association, June 22-24, New York. Participant on panel titled “Politics and
Justice”. Co-panelists: Michael Neocosmos, Wendy Salkin. Chair: Sibylle Fisher.

Panels Moderated

1. (2019) “El giro decolonial — reflexiones desde Puerto Rico”, Teorizando el giro decolonial:
reflexiones desde Puerto Rico, July 26-27, Aguadilla, PR. Panelists: Adriana Garriga-Lopez, Rocio
Zambrana, Agustin Lao-Montes, Carlos Rojas Osorio.

Invited Course Lectures

1. “Apuntes para una filosofia del cimarronaje” at Universidad Nacional Autonoma de México,
June 18, 2021.

2. “Marronage, Locality & Fractured Temporality” at Marquette University, March 9, 2021.
Reviewer for Journals, Book Chapters, and Conferences

1. ACME: An International Journal for Critical Geographies
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2. Latin American Studies Association — Puerto Rico Section 2022 Conference Abstracts
3. Philosophy and Global Affairs Journal

4. Book chapter in edited volume Interrogating the Relations between Migration and Education in the
South: Migrating Americas, edited by Ligia Lopez Lopez, Maria Emilia Tijoux, and Ivon Aida
Cepeda Mayorga

5. Religacién. Revista de Ciencias Sociales y Humanidades
Teaching Experience

Number in parenthesis denotes number gf sections per term.

Asterisk denotes original created course.
Department of Humanities, University of Puerto Rico - Aguadilla

Western Culture I & I — Spring 2019 (1)
Western Culture IIT & IV — Fall 2019 (1)

Department of Technology & Applied Sciences, University of Puerto Rico -
Aguadilla

*Special Topics in Aviation: Theorizing a Decolonial Technology — Spring 2019 (1)
*Special Topics in Aviation: Intro to Design — Fall 2018 (1)

3D CAD / Blueprint Interpretation — Fall 2018 (1)

Human Factors in Aeronautics — Fall 2016 (2), Spring 2016 (2), Fall 2015 (1)

Media Appearances

1. (2022) “Filosofando” segment, radio/podcast interview to discuss Filosofia del cimarronaje, Radio

Universidad, Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, March 28.

2. (2021) “Temprano en la tarde” segment, radio interview to discuss Filosofia del cimarrongje,
WPAB 550, Ponce, Puerto Rico, April 14.

3. (2019) “Temprano en la tarde” segment, radio interview to discuss “Theorizing the Decolonial
Turn” conference, WPAB 550, Ponce, Puerto Rico, July 26.

4. (2019) Radio interview to discuss “Theorizing the Decolonial Turn” conference, WABA 850,
Aguadilla, Puerto Rico, July 18.

5. (2019) “Paliques” segment, radio interview to discuss “Theorizing the Decolonial Turn”
conference, Radio Una 1340, Aguada, Puerto Rico, July 18.

6. (2019) “Paliques” segment, radio interview to discuss “Theorizing the Decolonial Turn”
conference, Radio Una 1340, Aguada, Puerto Rico, July 4.
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Service to Profession

2021 to Present Conference Program Committee Member, Radical Philosophy
Association
2020 to Present Member-at-Large, Puerto Rican Studies Association

Department Service
2022 to Present Conference Program Committee Member, Cumbre Afro 2023

Spring 2019 Academic and Cultural Activity Committee Member
Department of Humanities, UPR Aguadilla

Awards & Honors

1. (2021) First Honorable Mention for the Essay Prize by PEN Club Puerto Rico

2. (2019) Outstanding Engineer Award

3. (2018) Honorable Mention, Ludwig Schajowicz Prize from the Dept. of Philosophy (UPRRP)
4. (2016) Special Recognition from Honeywell Aerospace University Relations

5. (2016) Special Recognition from Honeywell Aerospace E&T Director

(2016) Outstanding Engineer Award

(2014 Special Recognition from Puerto Rico House of Representatives

(2012) Air Force Achievement Medal

o o N

(2012) Puerto Rico Commendation Medal

Grants & Fellowships

1. Research and Travel Grant from The Antipode Foundation, “Right to the Discipline”. Purpose:
A project titled “A ‘Puerto Rico Reading Collective” In-Person Writing Workshop in Puerto
Rico”; Puerto Rico; May 2021 [£10,000]

2. Research and Travel Grant from the Dean of the College of Humanities. University of Puerto
Rico, Rio Piedras. Purpose: Presentation at Philosophy Born of Struggle 24th Annual
Conference; Clinton, NY; November 2018 [$700]

3. Research and Travel Grant from the Dean of the College of Humanities. University of Puerto
Rico, Rio Piedras. Purpose: Presentation at Caribbean Studies Association 43rd Annual
Conference; Havana, Cuba; June 2018 [$1,000]

Nonacademic Work

2014 to Present Mechanical Design Engineer
Honeywell Aerospace

2008 to 2014 Aircraft Mechanic
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Puerto Rico Air National Guard
Patents

1. Isolating Sensor Assembly Using Elastic Material
a. Granted: 3/30/2021
b. Patent No. US 10,962,561 B2

2. Printed Board Assembly Embedded Thermal Management System Using Thin Film
Thermoelectric Cooler
a. Granted: 3/2/2021
b. Patent No. US 10,939,537 Bl

3. Embedded Electronics in Housing Using Additive Manufacturing
a. Granted: 11/10/2020
b. Patent No. US 10,828,852 B1

Teaching Areas / Courses Prepared to Teach

e Afroepistemology

® Theorizing a Philosophy of Marronage

e Contemporary Critical Puerto Rican Thought

® Introduction to Philosophy

¢ Introduction to Caribbean Philosophical Thought
e Contemporary Issues in Philosophy

® Introduction to Decolonial Thought

® Ethics in Engineering

® Race & Gender Theory
Languages

° English — Native Speaker
®  Spanish — Native Speaker

Professional Memberships / Affiliations

° Inaugural Thought Leader at Rutgers Advanced Institute for Critical Caribbean Studies

Radical Philosophy Association

® American Philosophical Association, Eastern Section

e Caribbean Philosophical Association

®  Philosophy Born of Struggle

® Latin American Studies Association, Puerto Rico Section

® Puerto Rican Studies Association
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