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Jonathan Cottrell, curriculum vitae 
 

CONTACT 
INFORMATION 

40 George Square, 7.05 +1-647-564-6604 
Edinburgh j.cottrell@ed.ac.uk 

 EH8 9JX www.jonnycottrell.com 
 United Kingdom  

 
CITIZENSHIP & 
IMMIGRATION 
STATUS 

United Kingdom (Citizen) 
 

Canada (Permanent Resident) 

 
SPECIALIZATION Early Modern Philosophy 
    
COMPETENCE Epistemology, Kant, Philosophy of Mind and Psychology 
    
EMPLOYMENT University of Toronto 2023–24 
  Visiting Assistant Professor  
    

 University of Edinburgh 2019– 
  Lecturer; on parental leave Jan–Apr, 2023  
    

 York University, Toronto 2022 
  Visiting Scholar  
    

 Wayne State University 2013–19 
  Assistant Professor  
    

 New York University 2012–13 
  Lecturer  
    
EDUCATION New York University 2005–12 
  Ph.D. in Philosophy  
  Dissertation: Hume on Fiction: Space, Time, Number, and the Mind 
  Advisor: Don Garrett  
    

 Balliol College, University of Oxford 2002–5 
  B.A. in Philosophy, Politics and Economics  
    
MEMBERSHIPS Hume Society; British Society for the History of Philosophy  
    
HONOURS & 
AWARDS 

University Research Grant 2016–17 
 Wayne State University  

    

 Young Scholar Award 2012 
  The Hume Society  
    

 Dissertation Completion Fellowship 2011–12 
  Andrew W. Mellon Foundation/ACLS  
    

 Young Scholar Award 2011 
  The Hume Society  
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HONOURS & 
AWARDS 
(CONTD.) 

Dean’s Dissertation Fellowship 2010–11 
 Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, NYU  
   

Honorary Fellowship 2010–11 
  Humanities Initiative, NYU  
    

 Frankel Fellowship 2009–10 
  Department of Philosophy, NYU  
    

 Henry M. MacCracken Fellowship 2005–10 
  Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, NYU  
  (Declined 2009–10 for Frankel Fellowship)  
    

 Gibbs Prize in Philosophy 2005 
  University of Oxford  
    

 N. T. Huxley Memorial Scholarship 2003–5 
  Balliol College  
    

 Ernest Walker Prize in Philosophy 2003 
  Balliol College  
    

 Distinction in the Preliminary Examination 2003 
  University of Oxford  
    

 James Hall Prize in Politics 2003 
  Balliol College  
    
BOOK UNDER 
CONTRACT 

David Hume, An Enquiry concerning Human Understanding 
 Norton Library edition, under contract  

    
JOURNAL 
ARTICLES & 
BOOK 
CHAPTERS 

The Priority of Passive Reasoning  
 In Hume and Contemporary Epistemology, ed. Scott Stapleford and 

Verena Wagner (Routledge, forthcoming) 
   

Natural Teleology in Hume’s “Sceptical Solution” 
 Journal of Modern Philosophy, forthcoming  

    

 Representation and Copying in Hume’s Treatise and Later Works 
  Ergo (2021) 8(4): 83–109  
    

 Perceptions, Minds, and Hume’s Self-Doubts  
  Hume Studies (2019) 45(1&2): 109–113  
    

 Unperceived Existence and Hume’s Theory of Ideas  
  Oxford Studies in Early Modern Philosophy, Vol. 9 (2019): 167–213 
    

 Hume’s Answer to Bayle on the Vacuum 
  Archiv für Geschichte der Philosophie (2019) 101(2): 205–36 
    

 Hume on Space and Time: A Limited Defense 
  In The Humean Mind, ed. Angela Coventry and Alexander Sager, 

83–95 (Routledge, 2019) 
    

 Hume on Mental Representation and Intentionality 
  Philosophy Compass (2018) 

<https://doi.org/10.1111/phc3.12505> 
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JOURNAL 
ARTICLES & 
BOOK 
CHAPTERS 
(CONTD.) 

A Puzzle about Fictions in the Treatise 
 Journal of the History of Philosophy (2016) 54(1): 47–73  
   

Minds, Composition, and Hume’s Skepticism in the Appendix 
 The Philosophical Review (2015) 124(4): 533–569  

    
ENCYCLOPEDIA 
ARTICLES 

Imagination, in Modern Philosophy 
 Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy Online (2017)  

    

 David Hume: Imagination 
  Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy (2015); peer-reviewed 
    
BOOK REVIEWS Review of Margaret Watkins, The Philosophical Progress of Hume’s 

Essays 
  Mind (2021) 130(520): 1336–1348  
    

 Review of Timothy M. Costelloe, The Imagination in Hume’s 
Philosophy: The Canvas of the Mind 

  Journal of the History of Philosophy (2019) 57(3): 559–560 
    

 Review of Paul Russell (ed.), The Oxford Handbook of Hume 
  British Journal for the History of Philosophy (2018) 26(3): 622–625 
    

 Review of Graciela De Pierris, Ideas, Evidence, and Method: Hume’s 
Skepticism and Naturalism concerning Knowledge and Causation 

  The Philosophical Review (2017) 126(3): 393–398  
    
TEACHING 
ARTICLE 

Teaching & Learning Guide for: Hume on Mental Representation 
and Intentionality 

  Philosophy Compass (2018) 
<https://doi.org/10.1111/phc3.12520> 

 

    
OUTREACH & 
PUBLIC WRITING 

“Important Voices were Missing from Coverage of 
Meeting about Hume Tower” (with Jennifer Marušić) 

2021 

  Long Letter to the editors of The National  
  <https://www.thenational.scot/news/19056261.voices-

missing-report-hume-tower-meeting/> 
 

    

 Co-Organiser and Chair, Panel on Renaming of David 
Hume Tower 

2021 

  Online panel event featuring talks by Prof. Tommy Curry, 
Prof. Thomas Ahnert, Dr. Mazviita Chirimuuta, and Prof. 
Sir Tom Devine 

 

  <https://media.ed.ac.uk/media/1_wyfz2po4>  
    

 Contribution to “Edinburgh Philosophy – Voices on 
Hume” 

2020 

  Essay-length blog post  
  <https://blogs.ed.ac.uk/davidhumetower-

philosophy/2020/09/29/jonny-cottrell/> 
 

    

 Hume and His Statue 2020 
  Talk given to the Philosophy Club of Fettes College  
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TALKS & 
COMMENTS 

Hume in Two Minds 2024 
 University of Sheffield; York University; University of 

Florida; UC Irvine 
 

    

 Induction as Animal Association and Genuine Reasoning 2023 
  Québec-Ontario Workshop in Early Modern Philosophy, 

Université de Montréal 
 

    

 Two Kinds of Warrant in Hume’s ‘Sceptical Doubts’ and 
‘Sceptical Solution’ 

2023 

  Conference in Honour of Kenneth Winkler, Yale 
University 

 

    

 Reasoning and Rule-Following in Hume’s ‘Sceptical 
Doubts’ and ‘Sceptical Solution’ 

2022 

  Departmental Colloquium, Queen’s University; History of 
Philosophy Group Talk, University of Toronto 

 

    

 What is Humean Reasoning? 2018–22 
  Legal Philosophy and Moral Psychology Workshop, 

Dartmouth College; Oxford Hume Forum, Hertford 
College, Oxford; 46th International Hume Society 
Conference, University of Nevada–Reno; Scottish 
Seminar in Early Modern Philosophy X; University of 
Edinburgh; Workshop on Hume’s Philosophy, Wayne 
State University 

 

    

 Of the Standard of Reason 2021 
  Hume Society Group Meeting, Eastern APA  
    

 Interpreting Hume on Mental Representation 2019 
  UK–Japan Special Conference concerning Aspects of 

British Early Modern Philosophy, St Peter’s College, 
Oxford; University of Edinburgh 

 

    

 Hume’s Negative Conclusions about Probable Reasoning 2018 
  Departmental Colloquium, University of Wisconsin–

Milwaukee 
 

    

 Comments on Charles Goldhaber, “‘Melancholy’, 
‘Spleen’, and other ‘Humours’ in the Conclusion to the 
Treatise’s First Book” 

2018 

  Central APA  
    

 Comments on Aaron Wilson, “The Necessities “In Here”: 
Detection and Projection in Hume’s Account of Causal 
Necessity” (delivered in absentia) 

2018 

  Eastern APA  
    

 Memory and Personal Identity 2017 
  Interdisciplinary Conference on Memory, 

Wayne State University 
 

    

 Hume’s Case Against Purely Intellectual Ideas 2017 
  Departmental Colloquium, 

National University of Singapore 
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TALKS & 
COMMENTS 
(CONTD.) 

Representation, Copying, and Sympathy: A Puzzle 2017 
 44th International Hume Society Conference, 

Brown University 
 

   

 Comments on Donald C. Ainslie, Hume’s True Scepticism 2017 
  Pacific APA  
    

 Hume’s Imagistic Theory of Ideas 2017 
  History of Philosophy Circle, Michigan State University; 

Symposium on History and Philosophy of Psychology, 
Central APA 

 

    

 Comments on Richard Fry, “Hume’s Hermeneutic 
Fictionalism about Objects (and Selves)” 

2015 

  42nd International Hume Society Conference, 
Stockholm University 

 

    

 Objectivity and Imagination: Hume versus Berkeley 2015 
  Departmental Colloquium, 

University of Washington–Seattle 
 

    

 Comments on Nabeel Hamid, “Hume’s Mitigated 
Naturalism about Mental Representation” 

2014 

  41st International Hume Society Conference, 
Portland State University 

 

    

 Minds, Composites, & the Mystery of Hume’s Appendix 2014 
  Departmental Colloquium, Oakland University  
    

 Conceiving Numerical Properties: Problems for Hume 2013 
  Hume Society Group Meeting, Pacific APA  
    

 The Unity of the Mind and Hume’s Appendix 2012–13 
  39th International Hume Society Conference, University of 

Calgary; University of Cambridge; University of 
Rochester; Duke University; Auburn University; Union 
College; Wayne State University; North Carolina State 
University; University of Nebraska–Lincoln; University of 
Missouri–Columbia 

 

    

 Hume’s Propriety Principle 2012 
  Mid-Atlantic Seminar in Early Modern Philosophy, 

Princeton University; Hume Society Group Meeting, 
Central APA 

 

    

 Applying Ideas in “Propriety or Exactness”: 
Hume on Normativity in Mental Representation 

2011 

  Conference on Conceptual Content: History and Prospects, 
Peterhouse College, University of Cambridge 

 

    

 “Feigned Extension” and “Fictitious Distance”: 
Reading Treatise 1.2.5 in light of Hobbes’s De Corpore 

2011 

  38th International Hume Society Conference, the Old 
College, University of Edinburgh; NYC Workshop in 
Early Modern Philosophy, Fordham University 
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TALKS & 
COMMENTS 
(CONTD.) 

Fictions of Bodies’ Existence in Hume’s Treatise 2011 
 Pacific APA  
   

Has Hume Solved Berkeley’s Puzzle? 2011 
 Humanities Initiative, NYU  

    
TEACHING 17th- & 18th-Century Philosophy 2023–24 
  University of Toronto 
    

 Greats: From Plato to the Enlightenment 2020–22 
  University of Edinburgh  
    

 Early Modern Philosophy 2019–21 
  University of Edinburgh  
    

 17th- & 18th-Century Philosophy 2013–19 
  Wayne State University  
    

 Philosophy of Psychology 
(Interdisciplinary Course Cross-Listed with Psychology) 

2016–19 

  Wayne State University  
    

 Seminar in History of Philosophy: Hume’s Ethics and 
Epistemology 

2018 

  Wayne State University  
    

 Invited Seminar on “Minds, Composition, and Hume’s 
Skepticism in the Appendix” 

2017 

  University of Toronto  
    

 Kant 2015 
  Wayne State University  
    

 Introduction to Philosophy 2013–15 
  Wayne State University  
    

 Seminar in History of Philosophy: Early Modern Theories 
of Imagination 

2014 

  Wayne State University  
    

 British Empiricism 2013, 
2017   Wayne State University 

    

 Topics in History of Philosophy: Berkeley’s Idealism 2013 
  New York University  
    

 Great Works in Philosophy 2012 
  New York University  
    

 History of Ancient Philosophy 2011–12 
  New York University  
    

 Philosophy of Mind 2009 
  New York University  
    

 Minds and Machines 2008 
  New York University  
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SERVICE TO 
PROFESSION 
 

Member, Executive Committee, The Hume Society 2024– 
   

Member, Managing Committee, British Society for the 
History of Philosophy 

2020–24 

    

 Co-Organiser, Conference in Honour of Don Garrett, 
New York University 

2023 

    

 Organiser, Annual Conference of the British Society for 
the History of Philosophy, Royal Society of Edinburgh 

2022 

    

 Member, Editorial Board, Journal of Scottish Philosophy 2020– 
    

 Editor, “Hume: Metaphysics and Epistemology” 2013– 
  Philpapers.org  
    

 Article Referee  
  Analysis, Archiv für Geschichte der Philosophie, British 

Journal for the History of Philosophy, Canadian Journal 
of Philosophy, Ergo, Erkenntnis, History of Philosophy 
Quarterly, Hume Studies, Journal of the APA, Journal of 
the History of Philosophy, Journal of Modern Philosophy, 
Journal of Scottish Philosophy, Internet Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy, Mind, Oxford Studies in Early Modern 
Philosophy, Philosophical Quarterly, Res Philosophica, 
Synthese 

 

    

 Book Referee  
  Oxford University Press  
    
SERVICE TO 
DEPARTMENT, 
COLLEGE & 
UNIVERSITY 

Member, Climate and Diversity Committee 2021– 
 Department of Philosophy, University of Edinburgh  
   

Convenor, Visiting Speaker Series in Philosophy 2021–22 
 Department of Philosophy, University of Edinburgh  

    

 Tutor Coordinator 2020–22 
  Department of Philosophy, University of Edinburgh  
  Responsible for training and managing Tutors (Teaching 

Assistants) in Philosophy 
 

    

 Convener, Working Group in Early Modern Philosophy 2020–22 
  Working group including staff and students from the 

Universities of Edinburgh and St Andrews 
 

    

 Member, Working Group on Decolonising the 
Curriculum 

2021–22 

  Department of Philosophy, University of Edinburgh  
    

 Department Buddy to Jennifer Marušić & James Hutton 2020–22 
  Department of Philosophy, University of Edinburgh  
    

 Member, Open Day Committee 2019–22 
  Department of Philosophy, University of Edinburgh  
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SERVICE TO 
DEPARTMENT, 
COLLEGE & 
UNIVERSITY 
(CONTD.) 

Member, Working Group on Professional Development 
for Ph.D. Students 

2021 

 School of Philosophy, Psychology, and Language 
Sciences, University of Edinburgh 

 

   

Convener, Reading Group in Early Modern Philosophy 2019–20 
 Reading group including staff and students from the 

Universities of Edinburgh and St Andrews 
 

    

 Chair, Humanities Subcommittee of Merit/Salary 
Committee 

2019 

  College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Wayne State 
University 

 

    

 Director of Graduate Studies, Assessment and Admissions 2018–19 
  Department of Philosophy, Wayne State University  
    

 Co-Convener, Group for Early Modern Studies 2017–19 
  Wayne State University  
    

 Member, Faculty Hearing Panel 2017–19 
  College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Wayne State 

University 
 

    

 Member, Merit/Salary Committee 2016–19 
  College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, Wayne State 

University 
 

    

 Chair, Colloquium and Community Committee 2014–15 
& 17–19   Department of Philosophy, Wayne State University 

    

 Member, University Research Grant Committee, 
Humanities Subcommittee 

2017, 
2018 

  Wayne State University  
    

 Minutes Secretary 2018 
  Department of Philosophy, Wayne State University  
    

 Member, Chair Search Committee 2018 
  Department of Philosophy, Wayne State University  
    

 Interim Placement Officer 2017 
  Department of Philosophy, Wayne State University  
    

 Member, Chair Review Committee 2017 
  Department of Philosophy, Wayne State University  
    

 Director of Graduate Admissions 2015–16 
  Department of Philosophy, Wayne State University  
    

 Member, Colloquium and Community Committee 2013–14 
  Department of Philosophy, Wayne State University  
    

 Member, Committee on Women and Minority Hiring      2009–13 
  Department of Philosophy, NYU  
    

 Member, Visiting Speakers Committee 2006–9 
  Department of Philosophy, NYU  
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SERVICE TO 
DEPARTMENT, 
COLLEGE & 
UNIVERSITY 
(CONTD.) 

Co-Organiser, Prospective Students’ Visiting Week 2007 
 Department of Philosophy, NYU  
   

Graduate Assistant, Conference on Modern Philosophy 2006 
 Department of Philosophy, NYU  

 
REFERENCES Donald C. Ainslie Phone +1-416-978-7516 
 University College (Rm. 165) Email donald.ainslie@utoronto.ca 
 15 King’s College Circle   
 Toronto, ON M5S 3H7   
 Canada   
    
 Don Garrett Phone +1-212-998-3562 
 New York University Email don.garrett@nyu.edu 
 5 Washington Place   
 New York, NY 10003 USA   
    
 Michael Gill Phone +44-131-651-1092 
 University of Edinburgh Email Head.of.Philosophy@ed.ac.uk 
 40 George Square, 9.08   
 Edinburgh, EH8 9JX   
 United Kingdom   
    
 Thomas Holden Phone +1-805-893-5452 
 UC Santa Barbara Email tholden@philosophy.ucsb.edu 
 Santa Barbara, CA 93106 

USA 
  

 


